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Listed win for Freeway
HE admirable Bayshore
Freeway (pictured above)
secured her fourth win of the

year at Pontefract on June 23, when
landing the Pontefract Castle Fillies’
Stakes. 
Significantly, the race enjoys Listed

status and provided a first black type win
for the Declaration of War filly.
The Pontefract Castle Stakes was first

run in 2005 and was originally open to
horses of either sex. Perhaps its most
notable winner has
been Brown Panther,
Tom Dascombe’s Irish
St Leger winner who
won the race in both
2012 and 2013. 
Since 2017,

however, following the
wide-ranging changes to the pattern
designed to enhance the programme for
stayers and for fillies and mares, the race
has been restricted to fillies and mares of
four and above.
This year’s renewal saw a field of

eight four-year-olds go to post for the
race. Following her fine showing in the
Bronte Cup at York and subsequent

Chelmsford win, Bayshore Freeway,
owned by the Kingsley Park Owners
Club, had the highest official rating in
the field at 101.
Against that though, she was stepping

down in trip from a mile and three-
quarters to a mile and a half. The recent
Goodwood winner Spirit of Appin and
the in-form Makawee, successful at York
and Wetherby in May, looked likely to
provide stern opposition. Franny Norton
took the ride on Bayshore Freeway.

Drawn in the middle of her field,
Bayshore Freeway was well enough
away from the stalls but was settled in
the final trio by Franny as Makawee and
Tamreer made the early running, tracked
by Dance Legend and Crystal
Moonlight. Bayshore Freeway travelled
in fifth or six, racing against the rail.

Angled out for a run by Franny as the
field approached the turn into the
straight, Bayshore Freeway was only
fifth coming off the bend. However, she
was travelling strongly for Franny and
stayed on well on the outside of her field
to collar Dance Legend in the closing
stages. At the post, she won by half a
length from that filly, with Tamreer
finishing a length and three-quarters
back in third.
With seven wins from her 15 starts,

Bayshore Freeway is
definitely still
improving and Mark
will be keen to
campaign her at
Group level in the
future. Admirably
consistent, she has

only once finished outside the first three
places – and even then she finished
fourth, in a Windsor handicap last
summer. 
The Lily Langtry Stakes at

Goodwood, even though a Group 2 race,
must be a tempting target, given the
distance of a mile and three-quarters
would suit her perfectly. 
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