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Focus firmly on fun 

the racing industry was kick-started by
her father’s own involvement in
racehorse ownership, and once she
started riding out she became hooked on
the sport.  

After learning her trade at
Newmarket’s British Racing School, she
went on to university to study and qualify
in equine dentistry. Alongside her studies
she continued to ride out, as well as
finding time to hunt her friends’ horses.

After leaving university the pull of
racing was strong and Claire secured the
role of assistant trainer at Robert
Cowell’s yard, a job that taught her a lot
and  stood her in good stead when
helping another trainer set up his own
establishment. 

But she has always felt she has derived
the most enjoyment from ensuring
owners get the most out of their
experience, both at the yard and the races. 

She explained that she came upon her
new role by meeting Charlie Johnston
through a mutual friend.

“He said that there might be an
opening for me at Kingsley Park,” she
said.

“A few weeks later I was interviewed

ITH  huge success very
much a hope rather than an
expectation of racehorse

ownership, it is extremely important that
the experience needs to be fun for all
involved. This fact very much moulds the
attitude of Claire Short, our new

Partnership
Secretary, to
her role. She is
determined that
all Kingsley
Park partners
should derive
as much
enjoyment as
possible from
the time,
money and
interest they
have devoted

and will continue to devote towards the
partnerships. That determination is
evident to those who have met her. 

“I’m passionate about racing and want
more and more people to discover just
how fantastic it is,” Claire told the
Klarion.

Having grown up riding, her interest in

W

LL at Kingsley Park send their congratulations
to Kingsley Park partner, Lionel Beecroft, on the
publication of his novel entitled “The King’s

Race”.
Described as ‘a humorous thriller set in Restoration

England’, the book tells the tale of Thomas Cawthorne, a
Yorkshire squire, and his attempt to win the inaugural
running of the Newmarket Town Plate with his crack
horse, The Bustard.

In addition to his keen interest in racing, Lionel is
hugely interested in history and he has woven into the
narrative many historical themes of the day together with
aspects of the early history of the sport. So we encounter
the ‘Merry Monarch’ Charles II, and members of his
court, and learn a little about the politics of the age along

the way.
Lionel has also chosen the

difficult task of unfolding his
narrative while writing in the
first person. Asked about
adopting that style, Lionel
explained to the Klarion that he
was greatly influenced by his
own favourite book. “I decided
to write in the first person
because my favourite book of all
time is ‘The Expedition of
Humphry Clinker’ by Tobias

Smollett, a citizen of Glasgow and, like Mark, a graduate
of Glasgow University. Smollett was at his peak in the
mid 18th Century, and that book, also written in the first
person, is wonderfully creative.”

It’s a hugely entertaining read, and anyone looking to
obtain a copy should note that the ISBN number is 978-1-
9160542-02.

by Mark and we soon fleshed out what
my role would entail. I’m absolutely
delighted to be here, and I honestly
couldn’t have asked for a better job.”

Asked to nominate her racing hero,
Claire admits to admiring jump jockey
Bryony Frost for the enthusiasm and
passion for the sport which she seems to
embody. 

“I just think Bryony is such a
wonderful representation of our sport as a
whole,” she argues. 

“She is so enthusiastic and every time I
see or hear her being interviewed, I end
up grinning from ear to ear!”

Claire named Chester as her favourite
racecourse. 

“They do an amazing job there, treat
owners so well and put up terrific prize-
money. Above all, it’s just great fun to
race there,” she said.

Happily, Claire is settling in well to her
new role and surroundings. 

“Everyone is lovely and I’m really
enjoying getting to know some of the
partners and doing my best to answer
their questions,” she said.

“I’m determined that the partnerships
are going to be great fun this year!”

Claire Short

The King’s Race
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ARTNERSHIP NEWS

FTER his exertions in Dubai,
Victory Command returned to
the racecourse in Britain with

a promising run in the European Free
Handicap at Newmarket on April 16.

KP 10’s son of War Command faced
six rivals at Newmarket, including our
own Arctic Sound. John Gosden’s
Azano, runner-up in the Horris Hill
Stakes, started as favourite. Partnered
by Ryan Moore, Victory Command
jumped well and travelled smoothly
throughout. He was unable to match the
strong run of the winner, Shine So
Bright, and finished fourth of the seven
runners.

Ryan Moore was pleased with
Victory Command and suggested that
he might be suited by some of the more
valuable handicaps over a mile as the
season progresses. Currently fit and
well, he has entries in two handicaps at
Newmarket over the Guineas weekend.

A
Victory Command returns to the track

Victory Command

and Joe Fanning

MAKING a hugely encouraging
debut at Brighton on April 30,
Rose of Kildare stayed on
strongly from the rear to finish
second, beaten a neck, by
Brazen Safa in a novice auction
event over an extended five
furlongs.

Slowly away under Joe
Fanning, KP 14’s Make Believe
filly came with a rattling late run
once the penny had dropped to
split Brazen Safa and Audio,
both of whom had had the
benefit of a previous run, in a
finish of necks.

Granted a clearer run in the
closing stages Rose of Kildare
might well have won, and she
will have learned a lot from this
introduction.

Rose Of Kildare just held at Brighton
Rose Of Kildare under Shannon

Elliott at Kingsley Park


