
OUR BEST wishes go to the following members of the
Johnston Racing team who celebrate birthdays this May.

3rd: Andrew Bottomley, 51 (Yard Manager)
3rd: Joe Maughan, 24 (Groom rider)
11th: Liam Dyson, 22 (Groom)
12th: Andy Larnach, 48 (Yard Manager)

Happy Birthday to them!

Bumper crowds on Open Day

LESSED by excellent weather,
Middleham Open Day attracted a
record crowd on Good Friday, with

estimates putting the number of visitors at
close to 4,000.

Johnston Racing were, once again, happy to
play their part in the day’s events, with
Kingsley House and Warwick House among
the 11 stables thrown open to the public. As
ever, demonstrations of horses swimming in
Kingsley House’s equine pool proved hugely
popular with visitors.

The huge turnout of visitors to Middleham
proved that the public really does have a desire
to see life behind the scenes in racing, and to
get up close and personal to the real stars of
the sport, the horses.

Organised by Racing Welfare, and
sponsored by ARC, this year’s event will assist
in raising funds for Racing Welfare’s Hill
House appeal, a project set to address the need
for proper accommodation for young people
taking their first steps in the racing industry.
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18th: Rebecca Wright, 27 (Groom rider)
18th: Neil Mechie, 32 (Vet)
18th: Rhona Bagnall, 34 (Travelling Manager)
22nd: Alex Adams, 57 (Embroiderer)
29th: Giovanni Silva Dos Santos, 44 (Groom rider)
30th: Oli Stammers, 18 (Apprentice jockey)
30th: Sophie Scott, 20 (Yard Manager)
31st: Alison Brown, 54 (Housekeeper)

28

After visiting stables in the morning, a
good proportion of the crowd made their way
to the Low Moor in the afternoon, where
attractions included a Retraining of
Racehorses parade, an inter-yard challenge
and a donkey derby.

Dawn Goodfellow, Chief Executive of
Racing Welfare, was thrilled by the public’s
support of the event. 

“We’re absolutely delighted with the
number of people who have come along
today,” she commented. 

“It’s a fantastic event and one we’re hugely
proud to bring to the public each year.”

The event certainly seems to have survived
the historic decision, taken in 2014, to allow
racing to take place on Good Friday, though
there is little doubt that the weather is now a
crucial factor in determining the level of its
success.
Aiden Redpath represented the Johnston

Racing team in the donkey race


