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BOBBY’S KITTEN

BREEDERS’ CUP TURF SPRINT STAR

 ONLY 3YO EVER to win Group 1 Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint 

beating NO NAY NEVER

 Graded Stakes winner at 2 & 3 years and a  specialist miler who could also sprint 

Won 6 races at 2, 3 & 5 years & $1.4m in the USA and Ireland, all on Turf

By KITTEN’S JOY – 6time US Champion Turf Sire

Sire of Champion Roaring Lion (4time Group 1 winner) 

and 2time Group 1 winner Hawkbill, etc.

2019 fee: £10,000 (1st October SLF)

 

Also standing: 

SEA THE MOON – A Leading European 1st crop sire in 2018; CHAMPION sire of 2yos in Germany

SIR PERCY – A Group Sire already in 2019; his 2018 yearlings made up to €210,000

FIRST YEARLINGS 2019

21

HE world has changed hugely in the last 10 years.
In politics and world affairs, Barack Obama was
inaugurated as the 44th President of the United

States in January 2009, while the concept of ‘Brexit’ hadn’t
even been invented back then. Most people, had they heard
the word, might have guessed it was a cross between a
breakfast cereal and an over-the-counter headache remedy.
If only it was! And as for Donald Trump, a decade ago it
appeared the American version of The Apprentice would be
the limit of his towering ambitions.
2009 was the year when Woolworths stores disappeared

from the British high street. ‘Slumdog Millionaire’ won the
Best Picture award at the Oscars, Manchester United won
the Premier League while, notably, Leicester City won
League One. In music, Lady Gaga’s debut single ‘Just
Dance’ hit the top of the charts in January, while Sir Terry
Wogan presented his last breakfast show on Radio 2 in
December.
Much has changed since then, but looking through some

old record books the other day, it struck me that one thing
that has stayed much the same over the last decade is the
shocking level of prize-money on offer in British racing. Let
me give you some examples: winners trained by Mark in
February 2009.
Fesko won a Class 4 handicap at Southwell on February

15. Connections earned £4,857 for that win. Leo The Lion
won a Class 5 maiden at Lingfield on February 21, earning
£2,729.60 for his efforts, while Kochanski was successful in
a Class 6 handicap at Wolverhampton, earning the princely
sum of £2,047.20 in the process. 
This February, when Reggae Runner won a Class 5 event

at Lingfield, he won £2,911.05 (6.6% more than Leo The
Lion) and when Red Phoenix won a Class 6 at Lingfield, he
earned £2,264.15 (10.6% more than Kochanski). We didn’t
have a Class 4 winner last month, so I looked at the prize-
money on offer for a Class 4 handicap at Wolverhampton on
February 26. The first prize of £4,690.02 represents a 4%
drop from the sum won by Fesko way back then.

It goes without saying that costs to owners have increased
over the same period. BHA fees have increased over the last
few years by at least 2% a year, to say nothing of increased
labour and fuel costs which are reflected in charges to
owners. And all this before you factor in the effect of
inflation over the decade.
A glance at other sports only serves to heighten the

frustration. When Roger Federer beat Andy Roddick 16-14
in the fifth set of the 2009 Singles Final at Wimbledon, he
earned a cheque for £850,000. By contrast, Novak
Djokovic’s straight sets win over Kevin Anderson in the
2018 final saw him pocket £2,250,000. In snooker, John
Higgins received a cheque for £250,000 for winning the
World Championship in 2009; Mark Williams’ win in 2018
earned him £425,000. I’m not suggesting Flat race prize-
money in February should be in that league, but it seems not
unreasonable to suggest that the total amount should, in a
perfect world, have increased by a similar proportion, rather
than being allowed to stagnate or decrease.

O wonder trainers felt the need to stage a boycott of
certain races at Lingfield on February 23. It’s hard to

stomach the fact that certain racecourse groups, such as the
Arena Racing Company, have cut their contributions to
prize-money in anticipation of the effect that the impending
reduction on maximum stakes on fixed odds betting
terminals will have on the betting industry  -  even before
that reduction has come in!
This cutting of course contributions means that the

number of races ‘unlocked’ by racecourses is falling, taking
many races out of eligibility for the Appearance Money
scheme, in turn reducing the returns to owners.
All in all, it is an entirely unacceptable state of affairs for

owners who, once again, seem to come at the bottom of the
pile so far as the BHA are concerned. While they are happy
to indulge in navel-gazing over governance and welfare
issues, steps to address this stagnation in prize-money need
to be taken as a matter of urgency.

Off the bridle
by JOHN SCANLON
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HE news that the Weatherbys Hamilton Stayers’
Million is not only to be repeated in 2019 but to be

extended to incorporate four ‘new’ qualifying races in Dubai,
France, Germany and Ireland is most welcome.
As before, to land the £1m prize a horse will have to win

one of eight qualifying races before going on to land the Gold
Cup, Goodwood Cup and Lonsdale Cup. It looked a tall order
last year, but, thrillingly, Stradivarius proved that it can be
done.
After running some brave races in defeat last year, notably

when chasing home Masar in the Derby, Dee Ex Bee is likely
to be the Johnston Racing standard-bearer in the ‘Cup’ races
this term. It would be fantastic to see him land one of the
qualifying events and thus add a further level of anticipation
and excitement to the yard’s Royal Ascot campaign.
The sponsors of the bonus, specialist insurers Weatherbys

Hamilton, state that their aim is to ‘celebrate, promote and
support’ the staying horse. They are to be commended for not
only financing the initiative once more, but for broadening its
scope. 
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Y the way, two of those three February 2009 winners
I’ve mentioned above were ridden by G. Fairley.

Racing is the poorer for the loss of his talents from the
weighing room, in whatever circumstances.
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