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“A true lady in every sense”
LL at Johnston Racing were

saddened to learn of the death

of Caroline, Countess of

Lonsdale, who passed away peacefully

at home after a long illness on February

8. She was 75.

Deirdre Johnston told the Klarion:

“We were all very sad to her the news of

Caroline’s death. 

“She was a true lady in every sense of

the word. I had some wonderful days

racing with her, right from the first

runner we had together when Delizia

won her maiden race at Wolverhampton. 

“She was a very lucky owner for us

and loved her horses and racing with a

passion. We will greatly miss her and

her horses at Kingsley Park.”

Lady Lonsdale, who was born

Caroline Sheila Ley in May 1943,

married James Lowther, the 7th Earl of

Lonsdale, in 1975. Her lifelong

obsession with racing rubbed off on her

husband, and in the year before he died

aged 83 in 2006, he was a member of

the Royal Ascot Racing Club, whose

Motivator won the Derby in 2005.

During her long involvement with the

sport as an owner and a breeder, Lady

Lonsdale had horses in training with a

number of trainers, including Charlie

Nelson, Peter Makin, Andrew Balding

and Lord Huntingdon. Her Double Form

colt, Marouble, was a 20/1 winner of

the Norfolk Stakes at Royal Ascot under

Joe Mercer in 1985.

In recent years, Mark and Deirdre

trained a number of fillies for the

countess under her Lowther Racing

banner, with considerable success. Izzy

Bizu, owned in partnership with Peter

Savill, won the Listed Prix Six

Perfections at Deauville; Peach Melba

won in Listed company at Hanover, in

the Grosser Preis des Gestut Haus

Zoppenbroich; and Delizia won the

Listed Marygate Fillies’ Stakes at

York’s Dante Meeting. 

With Richard Kent of Mickley Stud,

she was also the co-breeder of Havana

Grey, the Group 1 Flying Five Stakes

winner last autumn from the first crop

of Havana Gold.

In the Thoroughbred Daily News,

Lord Huntingdon paid tribute to her. 

“She was a very brave lady, a loyal

owner and a good friend for a very long

time,” he wrote.

“She loved her racing and breeding,

and Havana Grey going to stud gave her

a great fillip in the last year of her life.”

Our sincere condolences are

extended to Lady Lonsdale’s children,

her daughter Lady Maria-Louisa

Raeburn and her son, Charles Lowther,

and to her five grandchildren.   
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Lady Lonsdale with Delizia,
groom Paddy Trainor and
jockey Silvestre de Sousa


