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EEN around since the late 1980s, has expanded from
humble beginnings, is occasionally controversial to
this day, but is ubiquitous and seemingly unstoppable. 

Sound familiar? 
This year sees the 30th anniversary of the start of all-weather

racing in Britain, with the first meeting having taken place on
October 30,1989 at Lingfield Park, a couple of years after Mark
Johnston got his training career underway. The two have grown
older and stronger together. 

All-weather and Mark Johnston could be described as a
marriage made in heaven, but it was a somewhat cagey
courtship for a long time. Indeed, all-weather was arguably
something of a dalliance in the early years. 

My own detailed records go back only as far as 1993. The
all-weather did not quite pre-date the computer age, but it did
pre-date Timeform’s database by a few years. Nonetheless, the
figures from that year to 1999 reveal that all-weather accounted
for just 20% of the annual runners from the Johnston stable,
and 26% of its winners, on average. 

Those percentages actually dropped in the first decade of this
century to 16% and 18%. Kingsley Park’s absolute all-weather
figures remained more or less static at around 150 runners and
28 winners each year from 1993 to 2009, but activity on turf
increased, so the all-weather contribution became a smaller
proportion of a bigger whole.  

During that time, the all-weather went from those humble
beginnings at Lingfield Park to embrace racing at Southwell
and Wolverhampton, and, more recently, Kempton in 2006,
Dundalk in 2007, Chelmsford City (firstly as Great Leighs) in
2008 and Newcastle in 2016.   

This has resulted in a marked increase in both runners and
winners on the various all-weather surfaces from the yard of
late, up to an annual average of 370 runners and 60 winners –

in both cases more than double the previous figures – this
decade. 

That accounts for 27% of the yard’s runners and 29% of its
winners - a much more substantial slice of that steadily
increasing pie. 

The contributions from the individual courses in the past
three years can be seen in table 1, below, with impact value (the
factor by which wins occurred compared to chance) a more
meaningful measure than strike-rate due to variance in field
sizes. 

The particularly good results at Lingfield Park and
Chelmsford City – in terms of both volume and success – are
well worth noting. Newcastle has been more of a struggle, but it
is early days. Dundalk in Ireland is a much less popular trip
than it was from 2010 to 2012, during which brief period it
resulted in eight winners from 33 runners for the yard (at an
impact value of 2.67). 

The other big development in all-weather racing was the
creation of the All-Weather Championships in 2013/2014. This
initiative, which pumped millions into a somewhat neglected
area of the sport – in the face of some remarkably virulent
opposition from those intent on looking a gift horse in the
mouth – has clearly raised the standard. 

The average Timeform rating of an all-weather winner a few
years before the All-Weather Championships were created was
about 75, it is now about 80 (Timeform’s ratings are on a higher
level than the BHA’s but are based on standardisation so not as
prone to rating inflation/deflation). 

That may not sound like a lot, but it is. Where all-weather
courses used to loiter in the relegation zone of  British and Irish
courses by such measures, the majority of them are now
comfortably in mid-table.  

The All-Weather Championships promote the elite end of

Mark and the all-

Table 1
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Mark Johnston performance by AW course, 2016 to 2018
Course Wins Runs Strike-Rate Impact Value

CHELMSFORD CITY 46 290 15.9% 1.21
DUNDALK 1 5 20.0% 1.25

KEMPTON PARK 24 179 13.4% 1.19
LINGFIELD PARK 39 201 19.4% 1.40

NEWCASTLE 25 235 10.6% 0.89
SOUTHWELL 8 61 13.1% 1.04

WOLVERHAMPTON 36 291 12.4% 1.02
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what was once seen as just a winter sport,
culminating in Finals Day at Lingfield Park
on Good Friday. At the same time, the
increase in quality of Kingsley Park runners
on the all-weather in recent years has been
stark, as illustrated by the graph on the right
of number of horses running to Timeform
ratings in excess of 100 in each calendar
year illustrates. 

From one or none each year right through
until 2005, it quickly climbed to double
figures, at least for a while, and has
weighed in at 20 or more such
performances in each of the last three years.
Never mind the width - feel the quality! 

Those elite performances have come at
the majority of the all-weather tracks and in a variety of races,
not just in pattern company. There were still only four Group 3s
in Britain (and another two at Dundalk) in the whole of 2018.

The crème de la crème from the yard on the all-weather from
1993 onwards can be seen in table 2 below.

The last three years are strongly represented there, but
Crosspeace and Detonator can be viewed as trailblazers for the
yard before that. 

HE former still holds the distinction of turning in the
single best performance on the all-weather in Britain
and Ireland by a Johnston Racing inmate, as a result of

that second placing in the 2006 Group 3 September Stakes at
Kempton Park, where he was beaten just a length and a quarter
by the previous year’s 2000 Guineas third Kandidate. 

Crosspeace was runner-up at Goodwood in another Group 3
next time, finishing a neck ahead of his similarly talented

-weather

stable-companion Road To Love, and had contributed two wins
at the Glorious Meeting at the Sussex venue earlier in the year. 

The first few weeks of 2019 have seen the yard turning out
more winners, including Matterhorn (Sheikh Hamdan Bin
Mohammed Al Maktoum), Deep Intrigue (Clipper Logistics)
and Dalileo (Kingsley Park Owners Club), all of whom ran
above 90 on Timeform ratings.

Matterhorn is already knocking on the door of that elite club
with a rating of 111p having shown his versatility by winning at
Chelmsford, Lingfield, Southwell and again at Lingfield this
winter. Meanwhile, stable stalwart Watersmeet ran to 107 when
winning at Kempton in November and 100 when third at
Wolverhampton recently. 

It seems a good bet that the all-weather will continue to
provide solid foundations for stable success in the months and
years ahead. Who knows, it may continue to increase in
importance to both the wider sport and to Johnston Racing.

By 
Simon Rowlands
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Best Mark Johnston AW performances on Timeform Ratings
Horse Owner Year Position/Race Rating

CROSSPEACE Favourites Racing 2006 2nd, September S, Kempton Park 117
TIME TO STUDY Mr Abdulla Al Mansoori 2018 6th, Northumberland Plate, Newcastle 114

ELEGIAC Richards, Brown & Boyce 2018 2nd, Handicap, Chelmsford City 113
SOLDIER IN ACTION Mr A D Spence 2017 1st, Handicap, Kempton Park 113

DETONATOR Sheikh H Bin M Al Maktoum 2008 1st, Handicap, Chelmsford City 112
DETONATOR Sheikh H Bin M Al Maktoum 2008 4th, Handicap, Kempton Park 112

MISTER UNIVERSE Mr Abdulla Al Mansoori 2016 1st, Lady Wulfruna S, Wolverhampton 112
MISTER UNIVERSE Mr Abdulla Al Mansoori 2016 1st, Handicap, Lingfield Park 112

WATERSMEET Mr J Barson 2017 2nd, Handicap, Chelmsford City 112
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