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NAYEF
ROAD

won £32,115 
purchased for

100,000 gns

Group 3 placed
PERSIAN
MOON

won £29,787 
purchased for

40,000 gns

Classic & multiple
Group winner
 NYALETI
won £35,350

purchased for
40,000 gns

POET’S
PRINCE
won £29,269

purchased for
28,000 gns

Dual Group 3
winner

 MAIN EDITION
won £31,728 

purchased for
62,000 gns

MISTIME
won  £29,528

purchased for
23,000 gns

Group winner,
4th 2000 Guineas
 ELARQAM
won £40,262

purchased for
1,600,000 gns

KILMAH
won £37,028

purchased for
 32,000 gns

T: +44 1638 665931  sales@tattersalls.com  www.tattersalls.com

Kingsley House Stables
Book 1 Bonus Winners

21

’M hugely indebted to Robin Oakley this month.

Writing in his excellent column in The Spectator last

month about Mark’s achievement in becoming the

winningmost trainer in British Turf history, Robin reminded

us all about the fantastic quote attributed to the legendary

US athlete, Jesse Owens, the winner of four gold medals at

the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin.

Asked about the qualities of a winner, Owens remarked

that: “In the end it’s extra effort that separates a winner

from second place. But winning takes a lot more than that,

too. It starts with complete command of the fundamentals.

Then it takes desire, determination, discipline and self-

sacrifice.”

It was an entirely apposite quotation to bring to mind

when assessing Mark’s career to date. A master of his craft,

Mark’s desire and determination to succeed has been

evident from the outset, and although it may sound trite to

say so after all these years, those traits underpin the stable

ethos of ‘Always Trying.’ Anyone who has been fortunate

enough to follow Mark’s work at close quarters and to gain

an appreciation of the demands, physical and mental, to

which he is subject, will also be in no doubt that his daily

toil demands not only discipline, but a hefty dose of self-

sacrifice too.

Robin’s article is well worth a read.  He defines Mark as

‘a thinker, an educator of the wider racing public and a

revolutionary’. He also pens the memorable opinion that

Mark ‘couldn’t just start an argument in an empty room; he

would if necessary build the room’.

On a recent visit to New York, I was fortunate enough to

attend the musical ‘Hamilton’. Those familiar with Lin-

Manuel Miranda’s musical may recall that one of the

principal characters, Angelica Schuyler, conscious of her

family’s need for her to marry well, declares that, in

choosing a potential husband, she is ‘looking for a mind at

work’. It strikes me that the argumentative facet of Mark’s

nature to which Robin refers is just a manifestation of his,

considerable, ‘mind at work’.

Off the bridle
by JOHN SCANLON

I

EGULAR readers of this column will know that I

detest the elevation of betting coverage within

racing broadcasting at the expense of proper

coverage of the horses and the races themselves. It will

come as no surprise to those readers, therefore, that I am in

two minds about aspects of the contribution made to ITV

Racing’s coverage of the sport by Matt Chapman.

In fairness, Chapman perhaps believes that holding

strong opinions and leaving no-one in any doubt as to what

those opinions are makes for good television. He may well

be right and his contributions can be entertaining.

However, when watching ITV4’s coverage of the Rockfel

Stakes on September 28, Chapman said, live on air, “this lot

are nowhere near 1,000 Guineas class.” This comment,

made about a field of two-year-old fillies running in a

Group 2 race over seven furlongs, more than six months

before the Newmarket classic, was ill-judged, crass and

unnecessary. 

If someone involved in broadcasting our sport is prepared

to rubbish the efforts and achievements of horses racing at

Group 2 level, what opinions might he express about some

of the lower lights in racing? When was the last time you

heard a football commentator say at the outset of coverage

of a match: “These teams have no chance of winning a

trophy this year”?

Had Chapman thought to check he might also have seen

that, in the comparatively recent past, Musical Bliss,

Speciosa and Finsceal Beo have all progressed from the

Rockfel to land the Guineas the following spring.

Obviously, I would love our own Main Edition to

progress from the Rockfel and to win the 1,000 Guineas

next May. If she doesn’t, I for one wouldn’t mind if one of

her fellow runners in the Rockfel were to race to Classic

success, and to prove Mr Chapman wrong in the process.
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S Mark points out in Straight Talking this month, the

yearling sales season hits fever pitch in October. As

ever, competition for the best horses on offer, whether

they be offered at Tattersalls, Goffs or Arqana, will be fierce and

consignors of those horses will breathe a sigh of relief.

However, the disappointing results of the Tattersalls Ireland

September Yearling Sale have left breeders concerned about the

state of the market. The key market metrics of the sale all

showed year-on-year decreases. The aggregate of €10,488,000

was down 8% on the 2017 figure, the average dipped by 11% to

€25,518 and the median was down by €3,000 to €20,000.

While the uncertainty surrounding Brexit must surely be a

current factor in stemming demand, the problem is multifaceted.

Grove Stud’s Brendan Holland, a former Head Lad at Kingsley

House, sold the sale-topper, a Kodiac colt, to Shadwell for

€275,000, but is sanguine about the future of the market.

“Brexit is coinciding with huge yearling numbers and even

bigger foal numbers coming through, so there’s two things

happening at once,” Brendan told the Racing Post. “People will

say low prize-money is a problem, and it is a problem. People

will also say high stud fees are a problem, and they are. But if

you lower stud fees, you’d have even more foals being

produced, and if you had higher prize-money you’d also have

more foals being produced.”

Brendan went on to warn: “There is a certain demand for

horses in Britain and Ireland, regardless of prize-money and stud

fees, and it’s not changing. At the moment, we’re producing

beyond demand.”

It will be interesting to chart those metrics as October’s sales

progress. Keep a special eye on the clearance rates.
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