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HEN Arctic Sound won the Group 3

Somerville Tattersall Stakes at Newmarket

on September 27, the son of Poet’s Voice

gave Mark Johnston his 200th winner of the

year, completing a double century of domestic winners for

the eighth time. 

The win came just weeks after Mark broke the British

record for the most winners saddled by a trainer.  It was also

significant because Arctic Sound carries the yellow-and-

black livery of Saeed Bin Mohammed Al Qassimi, a new

owner to the yard; and because the colt was well-bought by

Mark at 36,000gns from Book 3 at Tattersalls last year,

joining a raft of similar astute purchases in what is already a

record season for the yard in prize-money won.

Arctic Sound was scoring for the fourth time this season

when swooping late under Silvestre De Sousa. The first of

those wins, his maiden-breaker, came at Sandown on July 6.

If you look at the graph below, Table 1, and trace up to the

red line from that date, you will see this is notable: for at just

this point, the gradient of winners in 2018 was at its steepest

– the red line disentangles itself from the yellow one (2016)

and is now a lot higher than the green (2012) and blue (2013)

ones.

Why the other years to compare with 2018? Well, in both

2009 and 2013, the stable sent out 216 winners – the record

total to date. And in 2012 there were 215 winners, so also

making for an interesting comparison. Will this year see a

new mark set by Johnston Racing?

Almost certainly, yes. With three months to go, the stable

is on course to break through the 216 domestic-wins barrier

and head towards the record of 235 wins held jointly by

Richard Hannon Sr. (2013) and Richard Fahey (2015).

All this looked unlikely in the middle of May. Look again

at the red line above mid-May on the graph. Compared with

the three other years being studied, Johnston Racing was

behind schedule. Then, look what happened next, as shown

in Table 2.

As the hot spell began to dry out the water-tables around

the country, the winners began to flow. By the end of May,

there were 38 on the board for the month, then 44 more in

June and 42 in July. Run your eye across from these

emboldened months in Table 2 and see how many Surplus

Wins this amounts to, when

compared to the stable’s average

monthly wins calculated from

1997-2017 (21 seasons).

The rate of winners achieved

during this extraordinary spell is

perfectly illustrated by the graph.

The red line shot up from behind

the blue, green and yellow ones in

May to soaring well above them in

August. Recently, the gradient has

begun to flatten because, as I have

written previously, stable “form”

tends to trend back towards its

long-term average rate.

In the four campaigns bookended

by 2014 and 2017, the stable sent

W

Table 1: cumulative winners trained
by Mark Johnston on each day during

four key seasons

ANOTHER RECOR
JAMES WILLOUGHBY crunches the numbers
and concludes Mark is on course to beat his
current best tally of 216 winners in a year
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out 373, 340, 373 and 313 runners on a surface with “Firm”

in the official description. This year? 485 and counting. In

the 2009 (yellow line) the statistic was 503, while it was 537

in 2013 (blue line).

Using the going allowances calculated by Proform

(www.proformracing.com) for races since 2009, Johnston

Racing has a 21% Strike Rate on Firm, 17% on Good to

Firm, 15% on Good, 11% on Good To Soft, 13% on Soft and

9% on Heavy. Now, we need to allow for field-sizes being

smaller on firm which tends to inflate Strike Rate, but, even

when taking this into account using the metric Impact Value,

the same pattern emerges.

Speed carries further on fast ground than on soft. Johnston

Racing saddles a high proportion of prominent-racers

compared with the average British yard, and the horse who is

in front after two furlongs wins more often on fast ground

than on soft. Again, using those Proform allowances, the

numbers since 1997 for the early leader of all trainers in

Britain are Firm: 21%, Good to Firm: 20%, Good: 18%,

Good to Soft: 16%, Soft and Heavy: 17%. 

These last numbers, remember, are AFTER you know the

horse is in the lead after two furlongs. Of course, it stands to

reason that early leaders should win a lot more often than

hold-up horses in any circumstances, because a horse that

shows it is faster than its rivals over two furlongs is often

faster over five, six, seven and more.

The interesting thing here is how close the Strike Rate of

leaders are on different ground types to the Strike Rate of all

Johnston Racing horses on those same ground types -

BEFORE it is known whether they were fast enough to take

Table 2: Wins for 2018 compared with average winners per
month, 1997-2017

MONTH WINS
AVG WINS

PER MONTH

SURPLUS

WINS

Jan 6 6.7 -0.7

Feb 7 6.2 0.8

Mar 11 8.6 2.4

Apr 10 12.4 -2.4

May 38 18.4 19.6

Jun 44 22.4 21.6

Jul 42 28.4 13.6

Aug 24 21.6 2.4

Sep 20 19.0 1.0

Oct 12.0

Nov 5.7

Dec 3.0

RD IN PROSPECT?
the lead. This is prima facie evidence of the veracity of

Mark’s principle that racing prominently confers a systematic

advantage.

At the end of 2017, I made the following projection for

this year:

“The total of winners for 2018 will be between 197 and
239 with 95% confidence, with the most likely total being 218
winners”

This is how predictions are expressed in statistics. When

making the same projection for the previous season, I was

only one winner away from the realised total. Hopefully, this

year’s projection will be way too low;  Table 2, shows the

average number of winners for October, November and

December is nearly 21. Just hitting that average would take

the yearly total beyond 220. 

But this, too, is likely a little conservative because it is

based on a sample going back to 1997 when the totals of

annual winners were lower than they are now. We shall see.

HIS column is my last for the Kingsley

Klarion. I have started work as a consultant at

the British Horseracing Authority, and this

raises a potential conflict of interests when it comes

to commenting freely in this space, so I have agreed

to step down. The good news for readers is that my

replacement will be Simon Rowlands. I have no doubt

he is the best writer on racing analysis in the country,

especially on technical issues.  

As many of you will know, writing for the Klarion

means an awful lot to me personally and the corner of

my desk has a pile of the issues to which I have

contributed. My association with this magazine is

something of which I am proud.

For this reason, I wish to thank the Klarion team of

Mikaelle Lebreton, John Scanlon and Gerry Hunt, as

well as Mark himself, who I feel do such a fantastic

job in producing a magazine to such high standards.

I have known Simon from before our days together

at Timeform where he was a handicapper. He was a

key cog for the Halifax organisation long after I left,

and he most recently chaired the BHA’s Horseracing

Bettors Forum.  I’m sure he will get just as much

enjoyment from writing here as I have.  

MY FINAL

KLARION
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