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Sweet 
Solera
success

N Newmarket’s July Course,
the scene of her only previous
defeat, the exciting two-year-

old filly Main Edition turned in an
impressive performance to land the
Group 3 Sweet Solera Stakes on August
11, pictured above.
Mr Saif Ali’s Zoffany filly won the

Group 3 Albany Stakes at Royal Ascot in
June, and travelled to Newmarket on July
13 to contest the Group 2 Duchess of
Cambridge Stakes.  But the hitherto
unbeaten Main Edition, so highly thought
of after her electric performance at
Goodwood in advance of the Albany, was
badly hampered at a crucial stage of the
race and trailed home seventh of the nine
runners.
So the return to the July Course to

contest the Sweet Solera Stakes offered
Main Edition not only the challenge of
adding another Group 3 win to her
record, but also the chance for
redemption as some pundits felt she was
beaten before encountering interference
in the Duchess of Cambridge Stakes.
The Sweet Solera Stakes

commemorates the filly Sweet Solera,
who landed the 1,000 Guineas and Oaks
double in 1961. As a juvenile, she won
the Cherry Hinton Stakes at Newmarket
before a respiratory infection ruled her
out of the Cheveley Park Stakes. The
following year saw her land the Guineas

in a time more than a second faster than
the winner of the previous day’s 2,000
Guineas (Rockavon), and she went on to
land the Oaks at Epsom before being
retired. Timeform made her the top-rated
European Three-Year-Old Filly of 1961.
The race named after her is run at

Newmarket each August over seven
furlongs and was promoted to Group 3
status in 2003. Mark has won the race
twice before, courtesy of Sheikh
Mohammed’s Jural, ridden by Philip
Robinson in 1994, and Hamdan al
Maktoum’s Muraaqaba, with Dane
O’Neill up, in 2014. Notable former
winners of the race include Soviet Song,
White Moonstone and Rainbow View.

Confidence

Seven fillies went to post for this
year’s renewal of the race. Main Edition
was re-opposed by the Albany second, La
Pelosa, and Ajrar, who finished in front
of La Pelosa in the Listed Star Stakes at
Sandown on July 26. Pennywhistle also
caught the eye, having won a novice
event over course and distance in July.
The conditions of the race meant that
Main Edition had to concede 3lb to all of
her rivals.
Sent straight into the lead by PJ

McDonald, and grabbing the rail in doing
so, the daughter of Zoffany battled it out

gamely from the front to defeat old rival
La Pelosa by a length and a quarter,
travelling strongly all the way to the line.
Mark was delighted to see the filly

return to winning ways. 
“The step up to seven furlongs was no

problem,” he told the Klarion. 
“We needed a bit of a confidence

booster for her after that last run, as she
was clearly badly hampered. I don’t
know if it knocked her mentally, but we
needed to get a confidence booster and a
race going smoothly.”

EFORE the Duchess of
Cambridge Stakes, Main Edition
had got very upset at the start. 

“She got edgy at the start again here as
there was a delay opening the stalls,” said
Mark.
“But it was nice to have a

straightforward race to get her back on
track. She has more than confirmed the
form of Ascot. I’ve not got any
immediate plans. That’s the thing now,
where do we go at seven? We will just go
home and think about it.”
The filly is out of the Woodman mare,

Maine Lobster, who raced for the late
John Dunlop. 
That makes Main Edition a half-sister

to Major Cadeaux, winner of the Group 2
bet365 Mile at Sandown and now a sire
in his own right. 

O

B


