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UNNING for the fourth time
in little over a month, Sheikh
Hamdan bin Mohammed’s
Royal Big Night opened his

account with an exciting win at Epsom on
August 2.
The Distorted Humor colt was one of a

field of six who went to post for the
seven-furlong novice event for juveniles.
Franny Norton took the ride, settling
Royal Big Night on the outside of Bella
Vita, disputing third and fourth.
With two furlongs to race Bella Vita

eventually found a gap and burst into the
lead inside the final furlong. But  Royal
Big Night, stepped up to seven furlongs
for the first time, responded to Franny’s
drive, and the Kingsley Park colt got up
in the dying strides to score by a neck. 

Branscombe secured his second win
of the season when dropped back in trip
for a mile handicap at Chelmsford on
August 4. Sheikh Hamdan bin
Mohammed’s three-year-old Invincible

Spirit gelding was ridden by Franny
Norton. Racing in fourth or fifth early on,
Branscombe seemed to lose his pitch
when squeezed out approaching the home
turn.
Brought wide into the straight by

Franny, he picked up really well and
launched a challenge on the wide outside
of the field. Taking the lead with a
furlong to race as Purple Rock came with
a late thrust, he just held on to score by
half a length.
Having been an impressive winner at

Beverley in July, The Trader produced
another emphatic display in landing a
novice event over seven furlongs at
Chester on August 5.
Mr Ali Saeed’s Mastercraftsman colt

was quickly away for PJ McDonald but
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had to settle for second as Wild Edric
broke well from his outside draw to make
the running.
That may have suited The Trader as he

got an excellent tow into the race. With
Spirit Warning to his outer as they
approached the turn for home, there was
a  danger that The Trader would be
trapped on the inner, but PJ was able to
switch the colt to the outer without
difficulty.
Once in the clear, The Trader pulled

clear of his field to score easily by four
and a half lengths from Wild Edric.
At Catterick on August 7, Sky Cross

initiated a double for his owner, Jaber
Abdullah, when landing the seven-
furlong novice stakes under PJ
McDonald.
Sky Cross set out to make every post a

winning one, but, with two furlongs left
to race, a number of potential challengers
were emerging. Allatoona was creeping
closer on the inside rail, while Al
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Mortajaz and The Big Bad refused to be
shrugged off. Showing a likeable attitude,
Sky Cross dug deep for PJ and held on
well to score by half a length from the
favourite, Al Mortajaz.
The double for connections was

completed when Sea Youmzain won the
feature staying handicap, over a mile and
three-quarters, in the process giving the
stable its fourth win in the race since
2012.

HE early pace was set by
Stormin Tom, followed by
Be Perfect and Casima. PJ
McDonald was content to

settle Sea Youmzain in fourth until
making a forward moved after they had
turned for home. Taking the lead with just
over a furlong to run, Sea Youmzain held
on well to defeat Stormin Tom by three-
quarters of a length, with Ingleby Hollow
half a length back in third.

Gateway stepped down in trip at Ayr
on August 7 to land his first win, beating

four rivals in a seven-furlong maiden
under Joe Fanning.  He was settled in
third until, turning for home, Joe brought
the gelding a little wide into the straight
and was soon on terms with the leader. 
Towards the inner, Play Mate was

making steady headway, but in the final
furlong it was always Gateway who was
travelling strongest of all. At the post he
had won by two and a half lengths from
Duquesa Beach, with Play Mate two and
three-quarter lengths back in third.

X Rated’s win at Haydock on August
9 attracted a fair bit of attention as the
Exceed and Excel gelding was ridden by
Vincent C Y Ho, 28, a Hong Kong jockey
spending some time at Kingsley Park
after following a recommendation from
Ryan Moore.
The Kingsley Park Owners Club’s

four-year-old had been placed in five of
his nine runs this year, but a victory was
proving elusive for him. Vincent, a
former champion apprentice in Hong
Kong, produced a first-class ride on his

first race in Britain to bring the gelding
home in front.
Settled well in touch of the leaders in a

mile and a quarter handicap contested by
a field of six, X Rated made ground on
the outside of his field, producing a long
sustained run to lead 50 yards from the
post. Maroc and Rebel Cause filled the
minor placings, beaten half a length and a
neck respectively.
It was a case of third time lucky for

Nayef Road at Haydock’s evening
meeting on August 10, when the colt ran
out the comfortable winner of a seven-
furlong novice stakes. Mohamed
Obaida’s Galileo colt, ridden by Franny
Norton, raced in third and in the straight
it looked set to be a tussle between the
two leaders.
But Franny pulled Nayef Road wide of

the leaders for a challenge and the colt
quickened well, taking the lead well

West End Charmer and Franny Norton
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inside the final furlong before pulling
clear to score by two and a half lengths
from Commanding Officer. This was a
Plus 10 race and indeed Nayef Road
became the 100th Tattersalls October
Book 1 Bonus winner of £25,000. 
On his 49th start, Masham Star raced

to a sixth career success over a mile at
Redcar on August 11 under 7lb claimer
Oli Stammers. The four-year-old
Lawman gelding, owned by 3 Batterhams
and a Reay, started off the month with
two runs at Glorious Goodwood, on the
first occasion finishing a decent fourth in
a seven-furlong handicap.
Quickly away, Masham Star was

prominent in the early stages and was
pushed into the lead with just over a
furlong to travel. Keeping on well, he
resisted the late surge of the 2017
Lincoln winner Bravery by three-quarters
of a length.

West End Charmer recorded an easy
win under Franny Norton in a novice
auction stakes over a mile at Windsor on

August 12. The colt, owned by Martin
McHale and Partner, was smartly away
from the stalls and was sent to the head of
affairs with two furlongs to run. 
The Olympian, staying on from the

rear of the field, briefly looked to be a
danger, but the Kingsley Park colt drew
clear and was well in command in the
closing stages, allowing Franny the
luxury of easing him down in the closing
stages. At the post he had won by two
and three-quarter lengths from The
Olympian.
After what, by recent Kingsley Park

standards, seemed like a lean spell of
four days without a winner, Rufus King
was next to score, landing the spoils in a
valuable mile handicap at Chelmsford
on August 17.
Owned by Garrett J Freyne Racing,

the three-year-old was partnered by PJ
McDonald in the Class 2 handicap.
Rufus King disputed third with
stablemate Poet’s Society in the early
stages but turning for home he was
pulled wide to challenge. The Iffraaj
gelding ran on well to the line and won
a shade cosily by half a length from
Pactolus.

HE Leroidesanimaux filly
Quintada made a winning
debut at Doncaster on August
18 for owner Kirsten

Rausing. Tackling six rivals in a maiden
fillies’ stakes over a mile, and partnered
by Franny Norton, Quintada was
sharply into stride and led to halfway on
her first start. 
Coming under pressure when tackled

by the odds-on favourite,  Mehdaayih,
passing the two-furlong pole, Quintada
kept on resolutely under a final-furlong
drive to get the better of that rival and to
hold the late thrust of Blue Gardenia by
three-quarters of a length. 

Masham Star
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Mark then equalled the record of 4,193
British wins by a British trainer on
August 18 when Dr Richard Kimble
won a mile and a half handicap at Ripon.
Garrett Freyne’s Lawman gelding has

already followed up his sole juvenile win
with wins at Doncaster and Goodwood
this term, and he was bidding for his third
win of the year when taking on three
rivals in the Ripon race. 
Partnered by Joe Fanning, he won

comfortably, the race following a familiar
Johnston/Fanning pattern: ‘Made all,
shaken up, ran on well, always in
command.’
After the race, Joe was delighted to

have ridden such a significant winner.
“I’ve been with Mark for 20-odd years
and he’s a great trainer to ride for. He
doesn’t tie you down and the horses are
straightforward. It’s great to get that
win.”
The yard enjoyed an across-the-card

treble on August 25, courtesy of the
juveniles Kilbarchan and Nayef Road,
and the experienced Star of the East.
The Jukebox Jury filly, Kilbarchan,

was having her fifth career start at
Chelmsford, and her second run over
course and distance. As she had done on
her debut in mid-June, the filly owned by
Dr Jim Walker and Partner justified
favouritism to score in the hands of
Franny Norton.
Six went to post for the fillies’ nursery

over seven furlongs and Kilbarchan made
all the running. With a furlong to run she
kept finding for Franny and, edging
slightly right under his driving, kept on

well to score by a short head from the
fast-finishing Muthhila.
Having opened his winning account

earlier in the month at Haydock Park,
Nayef Road completed the second leg of
the treble when landing a valuable
nursery event over seven furlongs at
Newmarket’s July course.
The son of Galileo, owned by

Mohamed Obaida and ridden by James
Doyle, faced just three rivals at HQ.  The
colt hit the front with two furlongs to run
and kept on well up the stiff uphill finish
to score by three and a half lengths from
Glory.

Successful
Apprentice Jane Elliott has struck up a

decent relationship with Sheikh Hamdan
bin Mohammed’s four-year-old gelding,
Star of the East, and the partnership
delivered its third win to complete the
treble on the day when landing a Class 2
handicap over a mile and six furlongs at
Newmarket.
Successful over course and distance

four weeks earlier, Star of the East was
racing over a mark 5lb higher and faced
six rivals. Jane sent the Cape Cross
gelding to the head of affairs two
furlongs out and Star of the East kept on
well to score from Stars Over The Sea by
a length and three quarters.
The Beverley card on August 26

featured a Kingsley Park debut winner
when Mr K Sohi’s Eesha’s Smile was an
impressive winner of the juvenile novice
auction event over seven and a half

furlongs.
PJ McDonald took the ride on the

Toronado filly and had her smartly away
from the stalls. She made all the running
before staying on far too strongly for her
rivals in the closing stages. At the post,
she had won by two and a half lengths
from Archies Lad.
On August 28, following a highly

promising debut performance two weeks
earlier, Cape Islay produced an
impressive display to land an Epsom
maiden.
The Cape Cross juvenile filly, owned

by Nick Browne, Ian Boyce, Stevie
Richards and Sue Frosell, started out in a
fillies’ novice event over an extended
mile at Nottingham, where she raced
prominently behind the all-the-way
winner Divinity, before staying on in the
final furlong to finish third.
The Epsom race was over a distance

some 40 yards further than the
Nottingham trip. Ridden by Franny
Norton, she travelled in midfield for
much of the race and with a furlong to
run made good progress to reach a
challenging position.  Sent into the lead
by Franny, she raced clear, staying on
well to score by five lengths from War
Eagle.

Rebel Assault scored her first win of
the year and her fourth overall when
landing a seven-furlong fillies’ handicap
at Musselburgh on August 29. The four-
year-old Excelebration filly, owned by
Christine Budden and Partners, won the
Listed Rockingham Stakes at York last
October, but has struggled to get her nose

in front this year.
Six runners went to

post for the
Musselburgh race, with
four three-year-olds
(including Rebel
Assault) taking on two
four-year-olds. Joe
Fanning took the ride
on Rebel Assault. The
Kingsley Park filly
made all the running
under Joe Fanning, but
had to dig deep in the
final furlong as
Oriental Lilly and
Crotchet both came to
challenge, but she held
on to beat Oriental
Lilly by a neck.

Rufus King 
and 
P J McDonald


