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NEW KINGSLEY PARK PARTNERSHIPS

HE Kingsley Park partnerships
entered August in rude health.
Dark Vision had capped his three

wins in July with a splendid victory in the
Vintage Stakes on the first day of the
Qatar Goodwood Festival; Victory
Command had tasted Listed success in
Ascot’s Pat Eddery Stakes; Poet’s Society
had won again at Leicester under young
Oli Stammers, and Aquarium and
Bayshore Freeway had won races for the
Kingsley Park Owners Club during July.
It was always going to be a tough act

to follow, but the partnerships’ horses
made a decent fist of it with their August
performances. Pride of place has to go to
Poet’s Society. The four-year-old Poet’s
Voice gelding proved himself better than
ever, officially, with a couple of standout
performances during the month. 
On August 3, he finished second of 17

at Glorious Goodwood under an inspired
ride from Frankie Dettori, before going
one better at York on August 23. In the
Clipper Logistics Stakes at the Ebor
Meeting, Poet’s Society produced the run
of his career to defeat 17 rivals, claim a
prize of just under £53,000 for the
partners of KP 9 and, in the process, go
down in history as the horse whose win
eased Mark to the title of Britain’s
winningmost trainer in history.

T
With the York race featured as part of

ITV racing’s coverage of the Ebor
meeting, the profile of the partnerships
has never been higher.
Elsewhere during the month, Poetic

Steps ran well for KP 6 at Ripon on
August 6, finishing second of six, and the
Kingsley Park Owners Club enjoyed
further success when visiting Hong Kong
jockey Vincent Ho partnered X Rated to
a win at Haydock on August 9.
On August 11, Poet’s Society (KP9)

and Bayshore Freeway (KPOC) took
part in the Shergar Cup at Ascot, with the
latter finishing 3rd of 10 in the Shergar
Cup Classic.
It has been a fantastic year for the

partnerships, and the excitement shows
no sign of abating.

Flying high!

FRIEND sent us a copy of the
‘Kingsley Klarion’ last summer,
and that was the first time my

wife Lorna and I became aware of the
Kingsley Park partnerships. After a few
phone calls with Mark and his team in
the autumn, we became owners in KP8,
9, and 10. We have also enrolled in KP
11 and 12 for 2019.
We joined Johnston Racing hoping to

go racing frequently and have lots of fun
following the horses - and we have to
say it has certainly delivered, exceeding
all our expectations. KP 9, the very aptly
named ‘Ready to Run’ syndicate, gave

us racing from January onwards, along
with everything we had hoped for and, as
an added bonus, more than our fair share
of success with Poet’s Society and
Mambo Dancer winning regularly.
Throughout the year it has been

interesting to watch the horses in KP 8
and 10 grow up and develop, from
awkward yearlings to stunning two-year-
olds, via the frequent e-mail updates,
photographs, video clips, and visits to the
yard. And what a stunning bunch they
have turned out to be, particularly the
Group 2 and Listed winners, Dark
Vision and Victory Command
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respectively. 
To date, the three syndicates we are

lucky enough to be involved in have
produced a mind-boggling 19 winners
which, by any calculation, is quite
incredible. 
Without exception, we have found

everyone at Kingsley Park to be more
than helpful and friendly. Mark, Deirdre,
and Charlie really do have an excellent
team!  

HAVE been mad about racing
since I was a kid.  It’s a passion I
picked up from my father and my

uncles, and which Lorna has
subsequently picked up from me. We
have enjoyed racing throughout the UK
and overseas, particularly in the USA
and France, and although it is difficult to
pick out our best day’s racing, three days
really do stand out. 
Two of them came in the last few

weeks. Firstly, there was Dark Vision

ALL THANKS TO THE KLARION

Lionel and Lorna Beecroft have enjoyed being members

of the KP8, 9 and 10 partnerships so much they have

already signed up for the next two to be offered, KP 11

and 12. Here Lionel tells how they got involved with

plenty of winners after reading about the partnerships in

the Kingsley Klarion.
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winning the Group 2 Vintage Stakes at
Goodwood in a style that was nothing
short of sensational - and it was only his
third run. A truly memorable day!  
Secondly, we were there to see Poet’s

Society win the Class 2 Clipper
Logistics Stakes at York with an eye-
popping tough and resolute performance,
thereby giving Mark the record for the
most wins ever by a trainer. That was an
unforgettable experience. 
And, a bit further in the past, was

winning the Wokingham Stakes at Royal

Ascot in 1998 with Astrac, a horse I
owned with a good friend, Clive
Titcomb. That was another day to really
savour.   
There are many folk who have

contributed to British racing to make it
what it is today. From King Charles II,
our own Merry Monarch, who had the
first common book of rules for racing
drawn up in circa 1666, thereby making
racing the first ever regulated sport in the
world, to Admiral Rous, who devised the
handicapping system in the mid-19th
Century, which remains largely
unchanged today. 
And, of course, Phil Bull, the founder

of Timeform, who helped the Jockey
Club sort out some of their barmier rules,
and also helped the punter better
understand the merit of a horse with his
excellent form ratings and speed figures.
Even today, I look on in disbelief as I see
some folk at the races grasping the sports
page from the Sun or the Mirror (which
are devoid of any performance data)
vainly pitting hope against experience,
trying to make a winning selection.
You can take your pick, but I think I

would plump for Phil Bull as my racing

hero, because of his indispensible
services to the poor, hapless punter, who
needs all the help he or she can get. 

N equine hero is equally
difficult to decide upon, because
there are so many: Frankel,

Secretariat, Dancing Brave, Shergar,
Nijinsky, etc.  All fabulous horses, but
we just can’t leave out our own Poet’s
Society, Dark Vision, and Victory
Command, along with Astrac!
Lorna is a keen gardener, both from a

design and horticultural point of view.
She is also an avid racegoer like myself.
I enjoy painting, landscapes mainly, and
I also like writing. In fact I’ve just
finished writing a novel, ‘The King’s
Race,’ which is a historical thriller, based
around the first running of the
Newmarket Town Plate in 1666.   

We live near Midhurst in West
Sussex, which is a convenient 15-
minute drive from Goodwood.
Their KP Partnership winners: Poet’s

Society: 6 wins. Mambo Dancer: 3 wins.
Victory Command: 4 wins. Seductive
Moment: 1 win. Diviner: 2 Wins. Dark
Vision: 3 wins.

Lionel and Lorna Beecroft 

T WAS announced in the early part of August
that Kingsley Park 10’s Group 2 Vintage
Stakes winner, Dark Vision, had been sold to

Godolphin and would continue to be in training at
Kingsley Park.
A glimpse at the standings for Leading Horse by

Prize-money Earned in this month’s Klarion Update
will confirm just how valuable an asset Dark Vision
has been to the partnership this season. Any win in a
race such as the Vintage Stakes, let alone a win
produced after such a taking performance, was always going
to generate interest in the horse from racing’s big battalions. 
Mark’s decision to accept an offer on behalf of the partners,

a decision reached after mature and serious reflection on its
terms, allows the partners to benefit to the full from what the
horse has achieved to date. We look forward to seeing what
the Dream Ahead colt can achieve for his new owners.

Dark Vision wins the Vintage Stakes under Silvestre de Sousa

Dark Vision sold

to Godolphin
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