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INGSLEY PARK has been

shortlisted for a new award

aimed at promoting best staff

management practice in training yards

as a means to increasing recruitment.

The difficulty in recruiting staff is

becoming one of the major problems of

the racing industry. It is hoped the

fostering of a strong team ethos through

good working practices will help to

reverse the trend.

Last year’s annual meeting of the

National Trainers Federation

highlighted the issue of staff shortages,

and since then the NTF has joined

forces with Lycetts, which arranges

insurance and other financial services

in racing, to launch the NTF Lycetts

Team Champion Award. 

It’s hoped that the award will

improve recruitment and retention rates

within the industry by recognising best

practice and teamwork, and

demonstrating to the world outside

racing that, for anyone who wants to

make their career working with horses,

British trainers can provide the best

supported jobs in the equine sector.

The award is split into two

categories, for those yards with fewer

or more than 40 horses. The criteria for

assessment include using effective

recruitment and induction systems;

ensuring a safe environment; creating a

positive working environment;

development and training; and reward

and recognition.

Shortlists of four yards in each

category were announced last month,

and we are delighted to report that

Kingsley Park was shortlisted in the 40-

plus section, together with the yards

operated by Tom Dascombe, Warren

Greatrex and Dan Skelton.

Over the next few weeks, the judges

will visit each yard to meet the staff and

obtain first-hand experience of the

practices in force at each establishment.
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The first winners of the award will be

announced at the 2018 AGM of the

NTF next month. Lycetts are supporting

the awards by providing prize-money

of £4,000, which must be used in a way

which benefits and supports the staff

team. 

By virtue of reaching the shortlist,

the yard has been awarded 3-star status,

and has earned the right to use the

special award logo in promoting its

business.

**********************

T’S always nice to see one of the

former stars of Kingsley Park

continuing to excel, especially

when they’re getting a little older!

Heavy Metal was a fantastic servant

to owner Sheikh Hamdan bin

Mohammed while he was with Mark.

As a two-year-old back in 2012, he won

the Richmond Stakes at Glorious

Goodwood and almost completed a

Group 2 double next time out when just

losing out to Blaine by a head in York’s

Gimcrack Stakes. In all, he won three

races in his first season of racing.

At four, the son of Exceed and Excel

won the valuable and ultra-competitive

International Stakes Handicap at Ascot

(at odds of 33/1 no less). 

It was one of four handicap wins that

term, and at the end of that season,

Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed

decided to send Heavy Metal to race in

Dubai with Salem bin Ghadayer.

Having won on his debut in Dubai,

he ran just three times in 2015, and in

2016 he finished in the runner-up berth

on three occasions. 

Heavy Metal, however, bounced

back with a vengeance in 2017; in

seven starts, all over a mile at Meydan,

he won four times, twice in handicap

company, notably in the Group 3 Burj

Nahaar in March, and latterly in the

Dubai Creek Mile, a Listed event,

which he won by four and a half

lengths on December 21. His career

earnings are now well over £600,000.

We send our congratulations to

Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed and to

Salem bin Ghadayer, and in particular

to grand old Heavy Metal, now a

sprightly eight-year-old!

**********************

OLLOWERS of Kingsley Park

will be interested to learn that

Alan Spence’s Irish St Leger

winner Jukebox Jury is on the move

from Gestűt Etzean in Germany to

Burgage Stud at Leighlinbridge in

Ireland’s County Carlow.

Now aged 11, the son of Montjeu

has made a decent start at stud. He has

produced a Group 3 winner in

Weisenbach, who landed the Premio

Guido Berardelli at Capannelle in

Rome in November, and the Listed-

placed Vive Marie and Felix.

Alan Spence’s Dominating is

Jukebox Jury’s most prolific winner to

date, with six wins, and also his highest

earner with prize-money in excess of

£55k. 

Ron Huggins’ Jukebox Jive has won

three flat races for a mark of 103, and

is also a winner over hurdles, while

Kensai was a decent fourth in the

Group 3 Prix La Force at Deauville.

Burgage Stud is the home of the

leading NH sire, Shantou, and is owned

by Victor Connolly. 

“A St Leger winner and a winner of

seven Group races by Montjeu from a

very good family means there is a lot to

like about Jukebox Jury,” he said. 

Clearly, the intention is to boost

Jukebox Jury’s potential as a sire of

NH horses.
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