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Prix Chloe at Maisons-Laffitte.
William Buick was impressed by his

partner. 
“He’s a nice straightforward colt with

scope,” he told the Klarion, “and he’ll get
further. I was always within striking
distance, and once the race opened up he
picked up well.”

Kingsley Park 9 – Ready To Run’s
Poet’s Society deserves an honourable

HIS month the Klarion caught
up with racing fanatics and
Kingsley Park 10 partners, Billy

and Catherine Ross (pictured right).
The couple have had a variety of

interests in racehorses over the years.
Originally associated with Mark through
the Always Trying VII Partnership
(Always Dazzling and Bute Hall) and the
New Fairyhouse Partnership, Billy and
Catherine are currently involved in KP
10, attracted, like many of the partners by
the breeding of the three colts.

They have also been involved with
syndicates with Middleham Park Racing
(they currently have an interest in Axel
Jacklin, MPR’s juvenile Iffraaj colt in
training at Kingsley Park) and in smaller
partnerships – Juste Pour Nous gave them
a memorable win at Hamilton in 2015.

We were keen to ask Catherine and
Billy, owners with a wide experience of
shared ownership vehicles, what they
thought the best aspects of the Kingsley
Park partnership offers are. 

“There’s no doubt the one-off payment
is beneficial,” Catherine told us. 

“You know exactly where you stand as
far as the finances are concerned.” 

Billy chipped in, saying: “The
partnerships also give you the opportunity
to go racing regularly and to visit
racecourses the length and breadth of
Britain throughout the season.”

Billy and Catherine have had some

fantastic days in racing. 
“Wearing our MPR hats, we had a

share in a horse called Captain Dunne
who won the Epsom Dash in 2011,” Billy
recalls. 

“That has to be considered one of our
best experiences in racing. Penitent was
second in a Group 1 at Longchamp, too.”

Catherine added: “Maid in Rio winning
the Brown Jack Stakes at Ascot (and six
other races too) for the New Fairyhouse
Partnership was a special moment as well.

“And flying in Mark’s light aircraft to
see Maid in Rio run at Deauville has to be
right up there as a day to remember.”

The experience of stables’ visits also
appeals to Billy and Catherine. 

“The scenery at Kingsley Park is
outstanding,” said Catherine.

“There is something special about
watching, and listening to, the horses as
they make their way up the gallops
towards you. And, of course, the facilities
at Kingsley Park are tremendous and
always worth seeing. The staff always go
out of their way to make you feel so
welcome.”

Billy and Catherine came to their love
of racing at different stages. Arkle
dominates Billy’s early racing memories,
as do visits with his father to the now
defunct Bogside, Lanark and Hamilton.
He remembers having his first ‘tanner’
bet on a winner trained by Pat Rohan and
ridden by Johnny Seagrave at Hamilton in
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mention in dispatches this month, having
run three times in May. He wasn’t quite
able to add to his two wins so far this year
but gave partners a thrill when contesting
the Victoria Cup at Ascot and a decent
mile handicap at Newmarket, where he
finished third. Then on the last day of the
month he was beaten into second by less
than a length at Chelmsford.

In addition to these performances were

two nice winners for the Kingsley Park
Owners Club (KPOC), in Ravenhoe at
Musselburgh and Aclimatise at Carlisle.
Both horses ran four times in the month,
with Ravenhoe notching his win and a
third, while Aclimatise’s victory was
supported by a second and a third.

That all gives you a flavour of how
exciting things were in May for members
of  Kingsley Park partnerships!

the early 1960s.
Catherine’s interest in the turf grew

when she retired in 2008. Her equine hero
is Frankel, and she considers herself
privileged to have seen him win the
Guineas at Newmarket as well as at
Ascot, York, Goodwood and Newbury.

Although divided as to their equine
heroes, Billy and Catherine are as one in
their choice of Sir Anthony McCoy as
their racing hero, citing his dedication,
work ethic and professionalism.

When not following their racing
interests, Billy and Catherine, who now
live in Chester, enjoy pub quizzes, eating
out and travelling. Once a month, Billy,
who enjoys watching football, travels
with his daughter back to Ayrshire to
follow Kilmarnock FC at Rugby Park.

When we spoke to the couple, Victory
Command had just won at Doncaster to
open KP 10’s winning account. We know
they will have been thrilled by that,
Seductive Moment’s Windsor win, and
looking forward to another great season
ahead.

Cheers to the KP 10!
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AY  proved to be an
outstanding month for the
Kingsley Park partnerships

with no fewer than four wins being
chalked up by partnership runners.

First to make her mark was KP 6’s
Poetic Steps. The daughter of Poet’s
Voice made a sparkling return to winning
ways at Musselburgh on May 3, taking a
handicap for three-year-olds under Jason
Hart.  

Three furlongs out, her stablemate
Birdette looked the more likely to prevail,
but the further they went, the better Poetic
Steps travelled. Battling together
throughout the final furlong, she ran out
the winner by a length and a quarter from
Birdette, the pair four and a quarter
lengths clear of the third horse, Lever du
Soleil.

And Poetic Steps again ran pretty well
when fourth at Catterick on May 24. It’s
good to see her back in the groove.

Meantime, KP 8’s Diviner has run
three times, and gave the partners a huge
thrill when landing a five-furlong novice
auction race at Wolverhampton on May
14. Not only was this KP 8’s first winner
of the partnership, but it was also a first
winner worldwide for Diviner’s sire,
Charm Spirit.

A €14,000 purchase by Mark at last
autumn’s Goffs Orby Yearling Sale,
Diviner made all the running at
Wolverhampton under Joe Fanning, and
was asked to stretch for home off the
home turn. The filly forged clear in the
final furlong, and despite being eased by
Joe in the closing stages, she won by five
lengths from Where’s Perle.

Attempting to give weight away next
time out at Catterick, she finished third to
the impressive Second Generation.

The partners of KP 10 are delighted
with the early exploits of their colts. After

a promising debut third at Thirsk, Victory
Command led the way with a good win
in a Doncaster novice auction event on
May 19. 

The War Front colt tracked the leading
pair in the early stages under Jack
Mitchell before staying on to beat Oberyn
Martell by one and a half lengths. This
was the first winner in Britain for Victory
Command’s first-season sire, War Front.

The colt then contested the Youngsters
Conditions Stakes at Pontefract on May
25. He had to give best to another recent
Doncaster winner in Ninetythreetwenty
but finished second, five lengths clear of
the remainder.

Victory Command was bought by Mark
for just 6,000gns as part of Tattersalls
December Yearling Sale. It looks a
tremendous bargain, especially as the
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colt’s half-brother, Conquest, won the
Gimcrack Stakes for William Haggas
back in 2006.

Seductive Moment became the second
Kingsley Park 10 winner of the month
when making a successful debut under
jockey William Buick at Windsor on May
28. 

Tracking the leaders in fifth throughout
the early stages of a six-furlong novice
auction stakes, the Shamardal colt kept on
strongly for continued cajoling by
William and finished well on the stands’
rail to defeat Oloroso by two lengths.

A bargain buy by Mark at 12,000gns as
part of Book 2 of the Tattersalls October
Yearling Sale, Seductive Moment
becomes the fourth winner for his dam,
the Danehill Dancer mare Sexy Lady,
who herself won at Group 3 level, in the

Winners galore
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Seductive Moment wins at Windsor under William Buick
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