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ARAH FANNING, regional
welfare manager for Racing
Welfare in Middleham, and wife

of jockey Joe, is gearing up for a huge
date at York in June. 

For Sarah, a former Yard Manager at
Kingsley Park, has been selected to
take part in the ‘Best Western Hotels
and Macmillan Ride of Their Lives’, a
race allowing members of the public to
ride over the hallowed turf of the
Knavesmire as part of the Macmillan
Charity Raceday.

The riders have each pledged to raise
a minimum of £3,000 for Macmillan
Cancer Support and now face the
daunting prospect of preparing
themselves to ride in front of 25,000
people, as the race will be the last race
on the card on Macmillan Charity
Raceday on Saturday June 16.

Fundraising
Last year’s race raised an estimated

£130,000 for Macmillan, helping the
charity provide emotional, financial,
medical and practical support for the
growing number of people living with
cancer across the United Kingdom.
Macmillan Charity Raceday is a
fundraising collaboration between York
Racecourse and Macmillan Cancer
Support. 

Readers of a certain vintage will
recall that it follows on the fantastic
work of Timeform Charity Day,
established by the late Reg Griffin back
in 1971.

Sarah is one of 12 riders preparing for
the big day, with other participants
including Love Island’s Chris Hughes.
Although she rides regularly, Sarah’s big
concern has been raising her fitness
levels generally, as the riders need to
pass a fitness test before being allowed
to take part. 

Sarah has been riding out most days at
Kingsley Park before
going to work, and
jockey coach Russ
Kennemore has also
been helping her with
regular sessions on the
mechanical horse. She’s
also hoping husband
Joe will have some

words of advice for her about riding on
the Knavesmire on her big day!

Although she has pledged to raise
£3,000, a sum which, incidentally,
would meet the cost of providing a
Macmillan nurse to support a family
affected by cancer for 14 days, Sarah
has set herself the ambitious target of
raising £10,000 and she is hoping that
Klarion readers will help her towards
that goal.

If you would like to contribute to this
worthy cause, you can make your
donation by visiting Sarah’s fundraising
page on
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sarah-
fanning. 

Sarah is well aware of the task ahead
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of her. 
“This is going to mean a lot of hard

work,” she told the Klarion.
“But raising money for Macmillan

will be worth it. Almost everyone has
been affected by cancer at some point in
their lives, be it themselves, friends or
family and this charity do amazing work
to make dealing with this terrible disease
easier.”

Those of our readers who live locally
to Middleham might also wish to
support the cause by attending a “Party
in the Paddock”, a joint fundraising
event organised by Sarah and Racing
UK pundit Niall Hannity, who recently
completed the London Marathon,
scheduled for Saturday May 26 at

Newton Le Willows,
Bedale. 

Tickets for what is
billed as ‘a fun evening
of music, eating and
dancing’, are priced at
£30 and can be purchased
from the Racing Welfare
Office in Middleham.

YORK DATE FOR SARAH!

This is going to be a lot of
hard work, but raising
money for Macmillan 

will be worth it

Sarah Fanning is back riding out at Kingsley Park to get 
ready for the York race in June


