
OR many people, the Flat
season doesn’t really get
underway until the Craven
Meeting at Newmarket. The loss

of turf fixtures due to the dreadful weather
in late March and early April has certainly
given credence to that view this year.

And the meeting last month gave a great
early-season boost to Kingsley Park, with
Mark winning the feature race on the
opening day of the meeting, the Feilden
Stakes, a Listed event run over nine
furlongs, for the fifth time.

In this year’s renewal, the yard’s
Mildenberger was seeking to give Sheikh
Hamdan bin Mohammed his third winner
in the race. Making his seasonal debut, the
Teofilo colt was ridden by James Doyle
and faced seven rivals, headed by Aidan
O’Brien’s Kew Gardens. Mildenberger
won three of his five races as a juvenile,
landing the Listed Stonehenge Stakes at
Salisbury on his penultimate start.

Lengthened
The field split into two groups shortly

after leaving the stalls. Arbalet led Stage
Magic on the stand rails, while Fortune’s
Pearl headed the remaining six runners
racing down the middle of the course.
James Doyle had Mildenberger racing
behind Fortune’s Pearl, who had the
overall lead until the final furlong.

Asked for his effort with well over a
furlong to run, Mildenberger gradually
closed the gap on Fortune’s Pearl. Meeting
the rising ground he lengthened well to

collar the leader in the closing stages, and
passing the post he was half a length clear
of that rival, with Kew Gardens finishing
six lengths away in third. 

The winning rider was delighted with
Mildenberger’s effort. 

“My fella’s very relaxed,” James
Doyle told the Klarion after the race. 

“The run will definitely sharpen him up
as he’s very laid back. He didn’t really
click into gear until we met the rising
ground.”

The Feilden is a race in which Mark
has enjoyed great success over the
years. Mr Abdulla Buhaleeba’s
Gold History won the race for
the yard in 2004, followed by
Jaber Abdullah’s Atlantic Waves
in 2006. Two years later, it was
the turn of Sheikh Hamdan bin
Mohammed’s Campanologist
to score in the race. All three
horses were ridden by Joe
Fanning. The same
owner’s Dordogne
made it four wins for
Kingsley Park in
the 2011 renewal
of the race, with
Frankie Dettori
in the saddle.

Mark was
delighted with
Mildenberger’s
seasonal debut. 

“We always
thought that the best
was yet to come

with him,” he said after the race. 
“He hasn’t grown dramatically over the

winter but he’s impressed us with
everything he’s done at home.”
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The Craven Meeting also saw Mark put 2,000 Guineas
prospect, Elarqam, through his paces in a racecourse gallop.

The unbeaten colt, by Frankel and out of Attraction, is already a
Group 3 winner at Newmarket.  He worked with two companions
prior to racing on the opening day of the meeting, April 17.
Sheikh Hamdan’s retained jockey, Jim Crowley, was in the saddle.

Having had just two races, Elarqam is very lightly raced and
connections were keen to give him some exercise and an away

day at a racecourse, in the hope that the experience will stand him
in good stead when he returns to HQ for the Guineas on May 5.

Charlie Johnston was delighted by the exercise, saying: “We’re
very happy. 

“We weren’t here to find out how good he is. It was purely
exercise and another away day from home for him. Sheikh
Hamdan himself was quite intent on him coming straight for the
Guineas, so it was always the plan and he is well on track.”
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Mildenberger and
James Doyle

There seems little doubt that
Mildenberger will be suited by further than
this nine furlongs. His dam, Belle
Josephine, was the winner of two of her
three races for Sheikh Hamdan and Mark
back in 2012. She raced only as a four-
year-old and won over 12 furlongs and two
miles. 

“This fellow will probably step up from
here,” said Mark. 

“We’ll think about the Dante or one of
the other Derby trials for him.”

Wherever he races next, Mildenberger is
an exciting prospect and a horse to look
forward to as the season progresses.

MILDENBERGER

for Mark
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