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Jukebox shines at Cheltenham
THE RECENT Cheltenham Festival provided a red letter
day for Jukebox Jury, Alan Spence’s 2011 Irish St Leger winner.
The son of Montjeu moved from Gestut Etzean in Germany to
Victor Connolly’s Burgage Stud in County Carlow at the end of
last year, and his profile as a stallion will have been greatly
boosted by the success of his son Farclas in the Grade 1
Triumph Hurdle.
Farclas was lightly raced in France and won over a mile and a

half at Clairefontaine as a three-year-old last August. He was
subsequently snapped up by the astute Gordon
Elliott/Gigginstown Stud team and formed part of a memorable
festival for both his trainer and, in particular, his owners, who
topped the owners’ standings after amassing an amazing seven
wins.
The win may see Jukebox Jury operating much more as a

National Hunt sire, but breeders should remember he has
already bred the Italian Group 3 winner Eisenbach and the
Listed-placed Vive Marie and Felix, as well as Alan Spence’s
own Dominating, a six-time winner who looks set to make his
mark on the staying scene for Kingsley Park this term.

*************

Farewell to Poet’s Voice
ALL AT KINGSLEY PARK were saddened to learn of
the death of Darley stallion Poet’s Voice on March 17. The son
of Dubawi was a high-class miler, landing Ascot’s Queen
Elizabeth II Stakes at the top level after Group 2 successes in the
Champagne Stakes at Doncaster and in Goodwood’s
Celebration Mile. He had also made an excellent start at stud,
and was Britain’s leading sire of 2yo winners in 2017. From his
three crops of racing age to date, he has produced 13 stakes
winners.
Sadly, Poet’s Voice passed away after suffering a heart attack

at Dalham Hall Stud. Darley’s Sam Bullard commented: “Poet’s
Voice has been a great servant and will be greatly missed by the
team here at Dalham Hall Stud. He has been a reliable source of
winners for breeders and he enjoyed a wonderful year in 2017
with his two-year-olds and, of course, Poet’s Word, who we
hope will continue to fly the flag for his sire this year.”
Poet’s Voice has been well-represented in the Johnston string

in recent years, with Listed winner Whitman, Montsarrat, Ode
To Evening, Poet’s Society, Poetic Steps, Kit Marlowe and
Emilia James all winning races for the Kingsley Park team.

*************

Franny to the fore
FORGET FRANKIE’S ‘Magnificent 7’! What about
Franny’s ‘Fabulous Four’? When the decision was taken to

KLARION SHORTS
abandon races on the round course at Bath’s Good Friday
raceday, who could have guessed that Franny Norton would ride
‘through the card’, partnering the winner of each of the four
remaining races?
Franny, 47, was at Bath to partner Lynwood Gold for John

Barson in the day’s feature handicap, one of a trio of Kingsley
Park three-year-olds who had been sent to contest the race in
which the yard’s horses finished second, third and fourth last
year. Alas, that race had to be abandoned owing to a patch of
false ground on the home turn, but Franny nonetheless recorded
an 188-1 four timer, riding doubles for both Mick Channon, on
Dan’s Dream and Izzer, and Ron Harris, on Under The Covers
and The Daley Express.
“I knew I had a good book of rides,” said Franny after racing.
“It was a shame they couldn’t go ahead with the other races,

but I can’t complain.”
Franny revealed that he had ridden four winners in one day at

Bath before, as well as completing the feat at both Musselburgh
and Chester. The four wins will boost his 2018 campaign, a
target surely being to better his best-ever tally of winners – 83,
achieved both last year and in 2015.
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