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WEEKEND break in the Dales
a few years back was the
catalyst for Kingsley Park

partner Martin Wallbank taking his first
step into shared ownership. 
“I’d been toying with the idea of getting

involved in racing when I retired, but that
was a while away at the time,” Martin, of
the Kingsley Park 9 partnership, told the
Klarion.
“My wife Hilary and I were on a

weekend break in Masham, and, as I had
been following Mark’s horses for several
years, I emailed the yard to ask where I
could best watch the horses on Middleham
Moor. 
“I received an immediate reply, inviting

Hilary and I up to Park Farm on the
Sunday morning to watch the horses work.
We were also treated to a tour of the
stables, both at Kingsley Park and at

Kingsley House.
“Coincidentally, one of the last horses I

saw at Kingsley House was Bute Hall. I
remembered having seen him run on the
TV at Newbury the previous day, under
Tom Queally. I was told that Bute Hall
was involved in a partnership and that
there were still shares available. By the
time we were driving home to
Staffordshire on the Monday I had decided
that life was too short to hang around and
resolved to take a share.”
Martin and Hilary have been thrilled by

their Kingsley Park experiences to date,
and Martin has little doubt about what he
sees as the best feature of the Kingsley
Park partnerships. 
He said: “For me, the fixed annual cost

and the absence of any unforeseen further
expenditure is a real plus. I’m also
delighted by the introduction of the

A Kingsley Park Owners’ Club this year. 
“I have always followed the fortunes of

friends’ horses in other partnerships, so to
have a club, offering some of the benefits
of ownership, to follow really makes sense
to me. It has been fantastic to be able to
follow that old stalwart Ravenhoe, as I
was a member of KP4 for whom he ran,
and a particular pleasure to have been at
Wolverhampton to see young Oli
Stammers win on him on his first ride in
public.”
There have been some other red letter

days for Martin on the racecourse. Seeing
Bute Hall turning over an odds-on
favourite from the Stoute yard by six
lengths at Newcastle on his first race as a
partner in 2012 was pretty special, made
all the more enjoyable by having backed
the horse at 10/1! 
Being at Epsom on Derby Day last year

Partnership suits 

THE MEETING of Kingsley Park partners scheduled for
March 4 went ahead despite the best efforts of ‘the Beast
from the East’ storm to disrupt plans. A decent number of
partners braved the atrocious weather conditions to gather
at Kingsley Park on the day.
After much needed sustenance by way of tea, coffee and
bacon rolls, the partners made their way on to the gallops
to see the horses cantering, then gathering in the trotting
ring.
Having thawed out a little, partners then made their way
down to Kingsley House, where, over a buffet lunch,
Mark discussed the progress of the horses to date and his
future plans for them.
We’re hugely grateful to those partners who managed to
attend despite the worst efforts of the weather!

The Beast would not stop us!Niamh O’Brien
aboard Galitello
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with Sennockian Star and at Glorious
Goodwood with Skytrain in 2014 also
stand out in his memory. 

“My other favourite racecourse is the
Garrison Savannah in Barbados,”
confessed Martin. 

“Their Gold Cup always seems to be on
when we visit for Test cricket. It’s an
unbelievable occasion, which the locals
turn into an all day/night street party!”

Martin’s initial interest in Flat racing
was fuelled by his local trainer, the late
Reg Hollinshead. Martin followed his
horses and also the many remarkable
apprentices who benefitted from his
guidance, including the likes of Kevin
Darley, the late Walter Swinburn and Paul
Eddery. Away from racing, Martin is a
season-ticket holder at Stoke City, and a
member of Warwickshire County Cricket
club.

Martin

Based in Stafford, and now retired as a
solicitor after 37 years with the firm of
Pickering and Butters, Martin is
thoroughly enjoying being a partner in
KP9. He is delighted with the
performances to date of Mambo Dancer

and Poet’s Society, which he feels have
exceeded expectations, if anything. 

“I can’t wait until the turf season starts,”
an excited Martin told the Klarion, “as I
think that there are exciting times ahead,
for both the horses and the partners.”

Martin, left, with Poet’s Society and groom Paddy Trainor

THE HORSES forming part of the Kingsley Park 8
and Kingsley Park 10 partnerships have now been
named. 

In Kingsley Park 8, the three fillies will race in the
following names: the Dream Ahead filly out of
Greannmhar has been named Aisling; the Lawman
out of Rose of Mooncoin filly Copper Rose; and the
Charm Spirit out of Water Fountain filly Diviner.

The colts in Kingsley Park 10 have had the
following names assigned to them: the Dream Ahead
colt out of Black Dahlia is now Dark Vision, while
the War Command out of Aguinaga colt has been
named Victory Command. Due to his German
pedigree, the naming process for the Shamardal colt
out of Sexy Lady is taking a little longer, although we
can confirm he will be named Strictly Dancer.

THE PARTNERS had plenty of on-course
activity to enjoy in March as, out of the 80
runners sent out by the yard during the month,
19 ran either for the Kingsley Park
Partnerships or the Kingsley Park Owners’
Club. Aquarium was the star of the show for
KPOC, with a decent win at Chelmsford, while
both Poet’s Society and Mambo Dancer
chipped in with good placed efforts.

A glance at the yard’s entries for the early
part of April shows that entries are being made
not only for KP9’s warhorses but also Poetic
Steps and Villa Tora.

Looks like there will be plenty for the
partners to enjoy as the month progresses!

Activity steps up as Turf 

season gets underway
HORSES NAMED


