
EITHER the unseasonably cold
Easter weather nor the
extended Good Friday fixture

list could prevent the crowds flocking to
Middleham for their annual peek behind
the scenes at Middleham Stables Open
Day on Good Friday.
Twelve yards were open to the public,

with Mark Johnston opening the gates of
Warwick House and Kingsley House to
the visitors. As ever, the programme of
swimming horses in the equine pool at
Kingsley House proved extremely
popular. (Pictured above)
A steady stream of visitors passed

through both yards in the morning, and

it was heartening to see so many
people take the opportunity to see the
racehorses at home. We often hear
that it’s only the older generation who
are interested in racing, so it was
especially pleasing to see so many
children enjoying their day. Racing
Welfare’s Sarah Fanning reckons
around 3,000 people attended the
event.
Racing Welfare, with help from

sponsors Arena Racing Company,
did a fabulous job in organising the
day once more. There was a craft
fair in the Key Centre, and various food,
gift and trade stands were dotted around
the town. Visitors to Middleham during
the morning included the horses and
hounds of the West of Yore Hunt and
the Household Cavalry’s Trooper
Middleham made an
appearance at Barry
Keniry’s Warwick Lodge
Stables.
The programme of events

on the Low Moor in the
afternoon was well-attended
and thoroughly enjoyable,
with Niall Hannity an
excellent presenter. One of
our teams, named ‘Always
Hungry’, even managed to
finish second in the inter-

yard competition, in which teams from
the various Middleham yards tackled
each other in a range of activities. 
Local charities will once again stand

to benefit greatly from the proceeds of
the event.
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