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Picking just three
horses from my yard is
really difficult as there
are so many good
candidates to choose
from. But this year I
have gone for three

who have yet to make their debut on the
track. 

Francophilia, owned and bred by
Kirsten Rausing, is a three-year-old
unraced filly by the mighty champion
Frankel and out of the Mark Johnston-
trained mare Lady Jane Digby, who was a
Group 1 winner. Very like her mum in
looks, she is a big filly who has needed a
bit of time to grow into herself and is
now starting to really come to hand. On
pedigree alone she should have a great
future, so hopefully this season we will
get to see what's she's really made of.

Just Wait is another three-year-old
unraced filly owned by Mr Abdullah
Mansoori, by Teofilo out of the mare
Winesong. 

This makes her a half-sister to the
owner’s Universal, who was trained with
great success by Mark and now stands at
stud. She is also a big filly who has
needed time. She was very backward last
year and I’m sure the penny has dropped
with her now because she shows she is
finally getting the hang of things. She
doesn't do anything quickly, but at
middle/staying distances I think she could
come to her own and prove she was
worth the wait. Her name says it all
really!

I’ll Have Another is a two-year-old
filly owned by Paul and Clare Rooney.
She is by Dragon’s Pulse and out of the
mare Jessie Jane. She is a very

straightforward filly who is easy to deal
with and takes everything in her stride.
She has a great temperament and a way
about her that I like. On breeding she
would want six to seven furlongs. She is
showing us good signs at home so far and
has a good attitude in her work. 

Hopefully, she will bring her owners as
much luck as their Titi Makfi last season.

First up for me is Deep
Intrigue, a February
colt by Dark Angel, a
stallion renowned for
producing early
precocious two-year-
olds. His owners,

Clipper Logistics are new to Kingsley
Park, and I don’t think they will have to
wait long to enjoy their first success with
us!

He’s a very attractive, strong-looking
colt who was late arriving to us, but has
certainly made up for lost time, showing
plenty of speed in his early gallops. I
think he could be one of our early-season
stars.

Next is a two-year-old Galileo colt that
goes by the name of Pablo Escobarr, out
of a Dansili mare. 

Owned by Hussain Lootah, he has
been very well-named, for just like his
notorious near-namesake, the drugs baron
who made a bid for freedom while in
prison, our equine version also made a
run for it while being broken in. Although
he didn’t go missing for 16 months like
the original Escobar, he did manage to
evade our team for two hours, jumping

MANAGERS MAR
Every year as the Flat season gets underway we ask each

of our Yard Managers to select three horses in their care

which they believe are likely to make a big impression in

the coming months. Make a note of their selections!

Hayley Kelly

Kirsten Rausing’s Francophilia (Hayley Kelly up)

Andrew Bottomley

17

RK YOUR CARDS

over numerous stone walls to make it
halfway to Wensley before being
captured in a neighbouring farmer’s field!

He is pleasing everybody at home now
with the work he is doing and will
certainly be one to keep an eye on during
the summer. A lovely big colt with a
fantastic temperament.

Finally, an unnamed two-year-old colt,
still for sale (see p. 12), out of
Psychometry, a January foal by the dual
French Group 1 winner Maxios.
Although he needs a little time, his early
work has been very pleasing. He looks
the type that will probably start over
seven furlongs, so he won’t be on the
track until early summer, but he is one
very much to look forward to. He’s
another big, good-looking colt with a laid
back temperament. 

My first choice would
have to be my lovely
three-year-old colt
Elarqam, a son of the
unbeaten Frankel,  a
10-times Group One
winner, and out of the

five-time Group One-winning Attraction.
He had only two starts in 2017, winning
both.  

Elarqam broke his maiden in winning
at York over seven furlongs by nearly
four lengths, and then went on to
Newmarket to win the Group Three
contest the Tattersalls Stakes by more
than two lengths. This Hamdan Al

Maktoum-owned colt has wintered very
well. He has had two gallops so far and
they were more than pleasing, and will
probably have a final gallop at the Craven
Meeting in Newmarket on April 17. He is
then going to run in  --  and hopefully
win   --  the 2,000 Guineas at Newmarket
on May 5. 

My second horse to follow will be my
first two-year-old runner, as yet unnamed.
He is a colt by Slade Power out of
Bergamask, owned by Sheikh Hamdan
Bin Mohammed Al Maktoum. He was
born on April 12, 2016. He is a half-
brother to the Mark-trained colt Buratino
who won first time out as a two-year-old
at Chelmsford and then went on to win
the Coventry Stakes, a Group Two, at

Andy Larnach

Clockwise from top left: Just Wait (Alan Mercer); Pablo Escobarr (Mairead Heap);
Elarqam (Joe Fanning);  Slade Power colt out of Bergamask (Alan Mercer)

Continued on p.18



18

Royal Ascot.  He is a smart and sharp
individual who has shown us a lot of
promise in his gallops so far.  He has a
good attitude and is a perfect size and
weight coming in at 474kg.

My third selection is Time to Study.
He is a medium-sized four-year-old colt
owned by Abdulla Al Mansoori. This colt
has not been overly raced, having run 11
times, and winning five of those. He has
wintered well. 

He won his last start of 2017 at
Newbury over thirteen and a half
furlongs on soft ground. He ran in the
Cesarewitch Handicap at Newmarket
over 18 furlongs, but we felt he did not
quite stay. 

Rated 102, he returned to the track on
March 31 at Musselburgh where he
finished second in the Queen’s Cup
handicap on heavy ground. 

I would like to think this horse could
be one for the Ebor. He has a real big
heart and attitude on the track, and has
already earned the sum of £143,962 in
prize-money. 

I feel he is getting better the more he
matures.

My barn is made up of
two-year-old fillies this
year, many of which
are catching my eye.
So to pick just three
has been incredibly
difficult. However,

here they are.
My first pick is the American-bred

Hard Forest, a Hard Spun filly out of a
Forest Wildcat mare called Moojha,and
owned by Hussain Lootah. Hard Spun
was at his best over seven to 10 furlongs,
was second  in the Kentucky Derby, and
does produce top two-year olds, having a
record-breaking first crop with 29 stakes
horses. The dam’s sire Forest Wildcat is
an injection of speed into her pedigree as
he was a top-class sprinter in the US and
has sired them too. Among the family of
Hard Forest’s Grand dam Kiss the Devil
is Besharah, a top-class two-year-old filly
in Britain. She won the Lowther Stakes at
York and the Princess Margaret Stakes at
Ascot in 2015. Hard Forest has been
showing great promise on the gallops, so

I’m hoping she is going to be a very nice
filly this year.

My second pick is Diva D, owned by
Jane Newett and Dougie Livingston. She
is a Shamardal filly out of the Refuse to
Bend mare Say No Now. The mare won
once and was placed in various listed
races over her racing career; but what
really stands out in the pedigree is that
her dam Star Studded is a full sister to the
Mark-trained Land of Dreams, a black
type-winning mare herself and dam of
Dream Ahead, a Champion two and
three-year-old sprinter in Europe. 

With Diva D being by Shamardal (who
needs no introduction), it is always great
to have his progeny on the yard as they
are often very capable and progressive
horses that are usually stamped well by
him. Diva D herself is a nice strong-
looking filly who should progress
through the year and I look forward to
seeing what she is capable of.

My third selection is an Iffraaj filly
out of a Dansili mare called Honky Tonk
Sally. This filly is owned by Sheikh
Hamdan bin Mohammed and is a real
strong-looking youngster. She has a bit of
spark about her and I like her way of
going. Her mother Honky Tonk Sally
won once and was placed as a two-year-

Continued from p.17

Clockwise from above: Time To Study (Kristy
Kettlewell); Hard Forest (Emma Fisher);

Dominating (Savroop Singh)
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old but has produced three winners
including the full sister to our filly
Umneyati, who has won three times and
was placed in a Listed race. Iffraaj is a
stallion I like a lot and produces good
two-year-olds which can progress. 

This year’s three to
follow is a bit different
for me as I have spent
my first two seasons as
a yard manager with
predominantly two-
year-old colts. Now I'm

managing older colts and geldings so I've
got a wide range of really nice horses to
choose from!

My first pick is the Alan Spence-
owned Dominating who really came into
himself formwise last season. He is by
Jukebox Jury and proving to be as tough
as his sire, finishing off his year with a
win in a conditions race over 2m 2f at
Pontefract in October. I think there's even
more improvement to come from him as
a four-year-old in some of the big staying
races.

Communique is my second pick, a

lovely three-year-old by Casamento. He
had only two runs, at the back end of last
season, finishing second both times. He's
galloped well at home and I'm sure he'll
be in the winner’s enclosure fairly soon
for his owner, Sheikh Hamdan Bin
Mohammed Al Maktoum. 

Lastly, I'm going for Elegiac, owned
by Stevie Richards, Nick Browne and Ian
Boyce, is a three-year-old by Farhh.
Similar to Communique, he has just had
two starts. On his first start he was very
green and by the time the penny dropped
it was too late to get up for the win. He
duly obliged on his second start, winning
by an impressive six lengths. He's
wintered well and matured into a fine
horse. 

“An ounce of breeding
is worth a ton of
feeding” is an adage
that springs to mind
when assessing my
first pick, Matterhorn.

This big three-year-old colt by Raven’s
Pass and owned by Sheikh Hamdan Bin

Mohammed Al Maktoum has a page
bursting with black type. His dam,
Tanaghum, has produced three black type
runners including Tactic and Ribchester’s
dam, Mujarah. 

Matterhorn has encountered a couple
of setbacks in his career but has
previously shown us that he has plenty of
ability. 

He loves his work and likes to get on
with his job so we would hope to see him
in full swing mid-season. I am confident
that he can transfer his attitude and ability
to success at the races in 2018. 

Austrian School’s family is a little
different, with his half-brother, Tiger
Roll, most recently winning the Cross
Country Chase at Cheltenham over three
miles and six furlongs! Nevertheless, this
son of Teofilo, owned by Dr Jim Walker,
is a horse I like a lot. 

Austrian School won two of his four
starts last season and is currently rated
79, but I think he should have a few
pounds in hand as he progresses in his
three-year-old career. 

This is especially true if he is anything
like his Group Two-winning brother,
Ahzeemah, who improved as he got
older. The added bonus of Austrian

Niamh O’Brien

Elegiac  (Mairead Heap)

Mairead Heap
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first crop of progeny so it will be
interesting to see how they perform. The
colt’s dam, Trust the Wind, won over
eight furlongs and is from the same
family as the 1,000 Guineas winner,
Sleepytime. Name the Wind is an
athletic-looking type and has been very
pleasing in his early work at home.

Ashbaal is by the champion sprinter
Pivotal, a prolific sire of no fewer than 26
Group 1 winners. This colt is the first foal
of dam Ghostflower, who was out of a
Ribblesdale winner. He is a typical,
strong-looking chestnut Pivotal colt and
the early signs are that he is doing
everything right. I expect him to be one
of my early runners.

Marie’s Diamond is by
Footstepsinthesand, who at three won the
2,000 Guineas, while the dam, Sindiyma,
was a 12-furlong winner.  He is showing
plenty of speed at home. He is quick out
of the stalls and has won all of his gallops
to date. A very attractive dark bay colt
who looks exceptionally well, I hope to
have him ready to run in the near future.

catches him. 

I am a new yard
manager and I have the
privilege of managing
a yard of two-year-old
colts at Kingsley Park.
It is hard to predict

which horses will do well at this very
early stage, but it is certainly exciting to
watch them move through the various
elements of their training.  

The three which have really caught my
eye already are Name the Wind, owned
by Sheikh Rashid Dalmook Al Maktoum;
Marie’s Diamond (Middleham Park
Racing); and Ashbaal (Hamdan Al
Maktoum).

Name the Wind is a March foal by
Toronado,who won the Champagne
Stakes at two and at three was champion
older miler in Europe in 2013. This is his

School is that he is a great ride at home
and really minds his jockey, the ultimate
professional and a pure gentleman! 

Last, but certainly not least, King’s
Proctor gets my vote. From one of Cape
Cross’s last crops, this big, strong,
powerful colt is owned by Sheikh
Hamdan bin Mohammed Al Maktoum.
With a racing weight of more than 500kg,
it can easily be assumed that he will
improve for growing into his three-year-
old frame.

King’s Proctor ran only twice as a
juvenile. He broke his maiden on his
second start very professionally at
Nottingham, yet it was his first start
which, in hindsight, impressed me more.
He finished a very green three lengths
behind a horse called Albishr who
subsequently went on to be rated 102 in
the 2017 season.  

I am confident this fellow can get a
few wins in before the handicapper

Continued from p.19
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Clockwise from top left: Matterhorn (Ratan Singh); Austrian School (Russ Kennemore); 
Name The Wind (Harvey Ewart); Marie’s Diamond (Bhanwar Singh)

Maxios colt out of Psychometry
£ 68,600*

* Price includes purchase price and all expenses to March 31, 2018. 
Pedigrees of all our horses for sale are available on our website: www.markjohnstonracing.com

Anyone wishing to view the horses should contact Mark or a member of his team as soon as
possible on 01969 622237 or by e-mailing: sales@markjohnstonracing.com 

No commission, profit or expenses are taken provided the horse is to remain in training at
Kingsley Park. Prices are subject to VAT.

Dream Ahead colt out of Double Diamond
£  95,800*

JUVENILES FOR SALE

Jukebox Jury filly out of Ange Doree
£  26,300*
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