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HE weather systems associated
with the storm dubbed “The
Beast from the East” have caused

atrocious conditions in Middleham this
winter, and Kingsley Park staff have gone
to tremendous lengths to keep the show
on the road. 
Particularly worthy of mention was

night man John ‘Spider’ Nicholson – so
much so that John is the latest recipient of
our Employee of the Quarter award!
Working the early of the two night

shifts (6pm – midnight) in the worst of the
conditions, Spider, whose duties are to
feed the horses, deal with any problems
and get things ready for the following
morning’s work, found that the water was
freezing in many of the stables and that
the outside taps were frozen solid. The

resourceful Spider took it on himself to
fill buckets from the staff kitchen for all
the horses with a frozen drinker, and was
still at work at 6am the following
morning!
Recounting the tale in his online

‘Bletherings’, Mark noted: “It isn’t the
first time that Spider has gone beyond the
call of duty on his night-time shift. 

Disappeared
“Last year, our assistant trainer Jock

Bennett noticed one day that a horse had
lost a shoe in the swimming pool and he
thought he’d have to figure out some way
to fish it out. 
“But, when he looked the next day, the

shoe was gone. He couldn’t figure it out.

NO CLOCK-WATCHING FROM JOHN
How could it have disappeared from the
bottom of a 12-foot deep equine
swimming pool? He was so puzzled that
he resorted to trailing through the CCTV
footage, and on there he found Spider,
stripping off and diving into the pool to
retrieve the lost shoe!”
Spider, 52, who is from Richmond, has

been part of the team since June 2013.
Spider’s prizes for becoming Employee

of the Quarter include being treated as an
owner as a guest of Mark at a day at the
races, and 200 staff points that can be put
towards branded staff clothing.  
He will also be treated to dinner for two

by our award sponsors, the renowned
Wensleydale Heifer, an award-winning
boutique hotel and seafood restaurant in
West Witton, near Leyburn.
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