
Open Day
arrangements

MIDDLEHAM Stables Open Day
will once again take place on Good
Friday, March 30, after last year’s
experiment with an Easter Monday
date.
The event is organised by Racing

Welfare, with sponsorship from ARC
Racing and Leisure Group. In the
morning, yards all over Middleham
will be open to the public, including
our own Kingsley House and Warwick
House. 
At Kingsley House, the usual

crowds are expected to witness a
programme of swimming horses in the
equine pool, while at Warwick House
it’s always fun to spot a star among the
two-year-olds before they get to strut

KLARION SHORTS
their stuff on the racecourse. As ever,
our staff will be happy to answer
visitors’ questions on the horses in
their care.
A full programme of events is

planned for the afternoon on the Low
Moor. The Retraining of Racehorses
Musical Ride will perform, and there
will be a schooling display of National
Hunt horses. Kingsley Park will then
attempt to retain their title in an inter-
yard team competition, which is
scheduled to include, for the first time,
a Donkey Derby sponsored by
Beverley Racecourse. A showjumping
relay, in conjunction with local pony
club members, will also be a highlight.
As ever, the town will be busy with

market stalls and trade stands, and the
Key Centre will host a craft fair. There
will also be a parade of foxhounds
when the Bedale West of Yore pack
visit the village around 11am. And for

those with a broader interest in horses
beyond racing thoroughbreds,
‘Trooper Middleham’ is set to make
another visit from The Household
Cavalry, as is ‘Little Alf’, the star of
local children’s author Hannah
Russell’s books.
Over the years, Middleham Open

Day has fulfilled the dual function of
allowing those interested in horse
racing to have a peek behind the
scenes while benefitting local
charities. Last year’s event provided
invaluable support to the Yorkshire Air
Ambulance, Richmond, Catterick and
Bedale Riding for the Disabled,
Richmond Citizens’ Advice Bureau
and the Middleham Sports and
Wellbeing Association, with whom
Racing Welfare had been working
towards greater use of Middleham
Playing Fields by stable staff.  
Unfortunately, the continued growth
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of the Good Friday fixture list, which
this year sees decent meetings at Bath
and Newcastle in addition to the All-
Weather Championships’ Finals Day at
Lingfield, together with the logistical
demands on management and staff in
sending horses racing there, means
that it will not be possible to open the
Kingsley Park water spa complex this
year.

Tickets and further information are
available by visiting
www.middlehamopen day.co.uk, and
while tickets will be available to
purchase on the day, visitors should
note that there will be no card
facilities on site.

We look forward to welcoming
visitors to both Kingsley House and
Warwick House and are keeping our
fingers crossed for some decent Easter
weather to boost attendances.

*************

First winner 
for Universal

THE FORMER Kingsley Park star
and Group winner Universal, now at
stud at Yorton Farm in Welshpool, has
had his first victory as a sire.

Technological, owned by Mr
Abdulla Al Mansoori, who owned
Universal, and trained by George
Margarson, won a three-year-old
handicap at Wolverhampton.  

The grey colt is the first foal out of
the Aljabr mare, Qeethaara, an eight-
time winner who did particularly well
at Kempton. The first crop by
Universal, aged nine, consists of 35
horses who are now three-year-olds.

Universal enjoyed a fantastic season
in 2013. The son of Dubawi won three
Group races that year, following up a
victory in the Group 3 John Porter
Stakes at Newbury with a brace of
Group 2 wins in Newmarket’s Jockey
Club Stakes and Prince of Wales’s
Stakes. 

He ended his career with a very
respectable fifth of eight in the King
George VI and Queen Elizabeth
Stakes, finishing just a head behind
Cirrus des Aigles.

A Universal juvenile is currently in
training at Kingsley Park. Owned by
Mr Abdullah Menahi, we have a
chestnut colt out of the Cape Cross
mare, Assabiyya. The dam won a 10-
furlong maiden at Windsor on her
debut as a three-year-old, and in the
paddocks has produced Solidarity (by
Dubawi), a five-time winner for
Godolphin.

*************

On foreign fields

FORMER EQUINE residents of
Kingsley Park continued their winning
ways in foreign parts in February.

At the beginning of the month,

Jungle Cat, by Iffraaj, won the Group
2 Al Fahidi Fort Stakes at Meydan. A
Goodwood maiden winner for Mark,
Jungle Cat was second in both the July
Stakes and the Gimcrack while based
in Middleham.

On February 10, Hartnell, by
Authorized, a Queen’s Vase and Group
3 winner in Britain, won his third
Group 1 race in Australia, when he
lifted the C F Orr Stakes at Caulfield.

And on February 17, we celebrated
an alumni double at Meydan, courtesy
of two sons of Exceed and Excel.
Heavy Metal landed the Group 3
Firebreak Stakes over a mile, his
second pattern win of the New Year,
before Yalta landed a valuable six-
furlong handicap on the card.

Between them, these four Kingsley
Park stalwarts won 16 races while
based in Middleham. It’s fantastic to
see them still going strong! 

*************

Trojans of the Turf
A NEW incentive scheme designed
to “celebrate, support and promote the
staying horse” has been launched.

Weatherbys Hamilton, the equine
insurance broker, has unveiled details
of a £1 million bonus available to the
owners of any horse which can string
together four wins in some of the
season’s toughest staying races.

To win the WH Stayers’ Million, a
horse must first win one of four
staying races in May – the Sagaro
Stakes at Ascot (May 2), the Ormonde
Stakes at Chester (May 11), the Henry
II Stakes at Sandown (May 24) or the
Yorkshire Cup at York (May 18).
Then it must go on to win each of the
Ascot Gold Cup (June 21), the
Goodwood Cup (July 31) and the
Lonsdale Cup (August 24) at York.

A company statement said: “Despite
the recent trend towards breeding
more precocious horses for shorter
distances, it is the stayers who remain,
for many, the real Trojans of the Turf.”

There’s no doubt that the scheme
offers a fantastic incentive, but it will
surely take a special horse to win at
the top level in May, June, July and
August. Nevertheless, the sponsors are
to be congratulated for a welcome
boost to the staying division. 

The Retraining of Racehorses Musical Ride at last year’s event


