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Mark’s 4,000 wins . . .

now that’s Dominating!
7

4,000 . . . AND COUNTING

ARK JOHNSTON reached

yet another significant

milestone in his training

career at Pontefract on October 23 when he

became just the second Flat trainer to

record 4,000 British Flat winners.

The only other Flat trainer to have

passed the 4,000-

mark is the

now-retired Richard

Hannon Senior, who

has 4,193 wins to his

name. Martin Pipe,

who was primarily a

National Hunt trainer

and now also retired,

had 10 fewer.

Mark became the

only current trainer to

reach 4,000 when

Alan Spence’s

Dominating won the

Phil Bull Conditions

Trophy under PJ

McDonald. It was the

fifth win of the year

for the horse, and the

100th of the year for

the jockey.

The first of Mark’s

4,000 winners came

in July 1987 when

Hinari Video scored

at Carlisle, his only

winner in his first season. But it was not

long before the trickle became a torrent

and in September 2000 Double Honour,

led up by a young Hayley Kelly, brought

winner 1,000 when bursting clear under

Darryll Holland at Hamilton. The second

1,000 winners arrived somewhat quicker,

with Leamington successful at Southwell

in February 2008. 

This third batch of a thousand winners,

achieved in just over five years, was

quicker still. Mark became the first trainer

to train 200 British Flat wins in a calendar

year in 2009, and having thus upped the

pace, the 3,000th winner came on April

2013, courtesy of Birdy Boy in a

Wolverhampton handicap.

The most recent tranche of 1,000 wins

has been racked up in the shortest time

period – 4 years, 6 months and 18 days to

be precise! It moves Mark to third position

in the all-time list of “winningmost”

British trainers behind Richard Hannon Snr

(total 4,193, Flat 4,145 and Jumps 48,

amassed over 43 years) and Martin Pipe

(total 4,183, Flat 253, Jumps 3,930,

assembled over 31 years). 

By the end of October, Mark’s total of

British wins was 4,011, including five

Jumps wins, clocked up over the 30 years

and 8 months since being granted a licence

in February 1987. And he has no plans to

stop finding suitable opportunities for his

owners’ horses to win!  

One of the most impressive aspects of

Mark’s remarkable achievement is that he

had to start from scratch in the training

ranks, with just ‘three and a half paying

horses’ in his care. The previous record for

the fastest first 1,000 winners was held by

Sir Henry Cecil, who succeeded Cecil

Boyd-Rochfort. After Celestial Cloud

scored for the new Master of Warren Place

at Ripon in May 1969, it took 13 years and

155 days for his next 999 wins to be

recorded. Incidentally, it took Martin Pipe

15 years to get to the 1,000 mark, partly as

he started off as a permit holder.

Looking back over

those 4,000 winners

after Dominating’s

victory, Mark

nominated

Shamardal as the

best horse he had

ever trained. 

“I know I only had

him as a two-year-

old, but he was the

best horse I’ve ever

trained,” he said.

“The one I’m most

proud of, however, is

Attraction. I think

many people would

have given up on her.

She didn’t have the

best of conformation,

fractured a pedal

bone as a two-year-

old and strained a

suspensory at four. 

“We managed to

keep her racing and

she proved it isn’t

about statistics and records but about the

horses.”

Mark picked out another major win as

having a pivotal effect on his fortunes  - his

first Classic success with Mister Baileys in

the 1994 2,000 Guineas. 

“We were already established at

Kingsley House,” he told the Klarion, “but

after he won I was able to buy another

yard. Capacity rose from 65 to more than

100 horses, and it moved the stable up to

another level.” 

Jim McGrath struck just the right note

when he tweeted: “Congratulations, Mark

Johnston. 4,000 UK winners. 30 action-

packed years – innovation, determination,

dedication, rejuvenated Middleham.”

Thirty years on from having just one winner in his
first season, Mark now looks set for all-time record
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Mark’s first winner, Hinari Video (left) and his 4,000th, Dominating


