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HEIKH Hamdan al Maktoum’s

Elarqam has made the perfect start to

his racing career, winning in fine style on

his debut before moving up to a Group 3

contest in which he sprinted clear of his field in an

impressive performance.

The victories were no surprise to students of pedigree,

for the colt is by the mighty Frankel and out of Mark’s

legendary Classics winner Attraction, the winners of no

fewer than 15 Group 1 races between them.

Elarqam’s first appearance on the racecourse came at

York on September 10 in the Judith Marshall Memorial

British EBF Novice Stakes over seven furlongs. A £1.6m

yearling purchase as part of Book 1 at last year’s Tattersalls

October Yearling Sales, the colt faced five rivals on the

Knavesmire and was partnered by Sheikh Hamdan’s

retained jockey, Dane O’Neill. 

Elarqam went slightly to his right as he broke from the

stalls, but he was soon tracking the leading trio and moving

well enough on the rain-softened ground. As the field

turned for home Ayutthaya hit the front, but Elarqam soon

had the measure of that rival and took the lead at the

furlong pole. 

Striding out well, he soon pulled clear of the second

horse, keeping on strongly to score by three and three-

quarter lengths, with Buckstopper Kit a further three

lengths adrift in third.

Dane O’Neill was impressed by the colt’s

debut run. 

“He’s done it quite well,” commented the

jockey, “as the second horse had a bit of experience

under his belt and the ground was a bit soft and scrappy. He

did give me a nice feel, and the further he was going the

better he was.”

Connections were delighted that Elarqam emulated his

sire and dam by winning on his debut. The win proved a

valuable one to Shadwell, as Elarqam became the 69th

winner of a £25,000 Tattersalls October Book 1 Bonus,

boosting his prize-money to a very respectable £42,762 as

the race was also carried a Plus 10 Bonus to the winner if

eligible.  

The form of Elarqam’s race worked out well. The fourth

horse at York, Fighting Irish, a Camelot colt trained by

Harry Dunlop who was beaten eight lengths by Elarqam,

reappeared at Yarmouth on September 21 and slammed

Richard Hannon’s Goodwood winner, Royal Household,

by five lengths. Five days later,  Buckstopper Kit, who

was beaten by six lengths by Elarqam at York, landed

a Beverley novice event. 

Devoured

So hopes were high when Elarqam was stepped

up to Group 3 company on the first day of

Newmarket’s Cambridgeshire meeting on

September 28.  He did not disappoint,

striding clear of a decent field in the closing

stages to land the Tattersalls Stakes over

seven furlongs.  He was ridden by Sheikh

Hamdan’s first retained jockey, Jim Crowley, and

faced eight rivals, including the Listed winner, Tip Two

Win, and seemingly progressive types in Albishr, Fajjaj,

Tangled and Morlock.

ACING again on good to soft ground, Elarqam

was quickly away and led towards the outside

of the field. As at York, the further they

travelled the better Elarqam seemed to be

travelling, and he fairly devoured the ground in the closing

stages, stretching clear on the rising ground to score by two

and a quarter lengths from Tip Two Win, who denied

Tangled by a short head for second.

Mark was delighted, and not a little relieved, to welcome

the colt back to the winner’s enclosure. 

“Elarqam is quite a difficult horse to read as he is so laid
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back,” he told the Klarion. 

“Jim said he got quite warm before the race and

that he was quite keen. He was glad to be racing

away from the others.”

“Clearly he is still a very green horse despite the

fact we have taken so long before running him.

Today was the most nervous I have been for years,

perhaps since his mother ran. It’s not the size of the

race – it’s when nothing but first will do. Coming

second today would have been a desperate

disappointment.”

No plans have been made for the colt’s next step

on the ladder. Nonetheless, bookmakers are offering

odds of around 20/1 against him winning next year’s

2,000 Guineas. Could he possibly emulate his

illustrious parents by becoming a Guineas winner?

It’s the stuff of which dreams are made. 

nkel and Attraction takes
make it two from two
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Right: Elarqam with MJR groom David
Hickin
Below: Elarqam wins at York on his
debut under Dane O’Neill


