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N France, July 14 is celebrated as Bastille Day,

recalling the events of 1789 when the French citizens

stormed the ‘Bastille’, the fortress and prison in Paris

which was seen as a symbol of royal authority, thus

triggering the French Revolution.

Some 228 years later, Mark assembled a team of 14

runners to tackle 2017’s July 14 card, including a tilt by

Permian at the Group 1 Grand Prix de Paris at Saint-Cloud.

Although that effort was to end in the narrowest of defeats,

at the end of the day the yard had amassed four wins, two

seconds (in Group races) and two thirds, not to mention

more than £150,000 in prize-money for our owners!

The first of the day’s successes came at Ascot, where

Silvestre de Sousa partnered Garrett J Freyne Racing’s

Rufus King, off a mark of 94 in a six -furlong nursery. The

Iffraaj colt was short of room when the stalls opened, and

dropped to the rear of the field. From the three-furlong

marker, he made smooth progress on the outside of his field,

as Alaska took over from the long-time leader Holdenhurst.

Rufus King began to hang to his left, but this didn’t

prevent him taking the lead with over a furlong to run, and

throughout the final furlong he simply had to be driven out

by Silvestre to score by a length and three-quarters. 

Cape Bunting had made a successful racecourse debut at

Newmarket in June and this Cape Cross half-sister to

Buratino added to her reputation by landing a Musselburgh

seven-furlong novice event in good style.

Challenging the leader with two furlongs to go, Sheikh

Hamdan bin Mohammed’s filly betrayed signs of greenness,

perhaps understandably as the small field were buffeted by a

strong headwind in the straight. But once the penny dropped,

she scooted clear to score by five lengths from Queen’s

Sargent.

The third of our July 14 winners was also a two-year-old,

completing a treble for our juvenile team. Middleham Park

Racing’s Ventura Knight had been a convincing winner at

Beverley on June 20, and the Casamento colt was fancied to

follow up in a Carlisle nursery over seven furlongs off an

opening mark of 82.

Conceding weight to all six of his rivals, Ventura Knight

outclassed his field here. Asked to make all the running by

Franny Norton, Ventura Knight simply had to be pushed

clear approaching the final furlong and, despite being eased

towards the finish, won by three and a half lengths from Star

of Zaam.

HE four-timer was completed at Musselburgh, where

Alan Spence’s Dominating was looking to resume his

winning ways, stepped up to two miles for the first

time in an all-aged handicap. The son of Jukebox Jury

narrowly failed to land a hat-trick earlier in the month, when

beaten by Zenon in an ultra-competitive handicap at

Haydock.

At Musselburgh, Dominating was the sole three-year-old

in a field of five. Buyer Beware set off in front, with Joe

Fanning content to track the leader on Dominating, matching

strides with La Bacouetteuse on his inner. The five runners

were closely grouped turning for home, but it soon became

obvious that Joe was cruising on Dominating.

Hitting the front with over two furlongs to travel,

Dominating went clear, and despite being substantially eased

in the closing stages, he still won by one and three-quarter

lengths from Yes Daddy.
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