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Timings are essential 

James Willoughby has written many fine things

along the road, but nothing better than the piece

I have just read in the June edition of the

Kingsley Klarion on riding tactics and timings.

It’s utterly exasperating how racecourses and

press alike wilfully ignore sectional times in their

discussion of tactics, and if you give them half a

chance they will ignore the final time as well.

Three track records were broken on the first day

at Royal Ascot and yet racegoers were never

informed on the public address, and while we got

many things right on ITV during the meeting,

we got this one wrong. 

For, with no planned record check, Jason

Weaver misheard the time for the St James’s

Palace Stakes (which was actually a course best)

as two seconds slower than the record, and so he

went into a long riff about how Ryan Moore had

Churchill badly positioned behind a slow pace.

Jason was the victim of a flawed system, but so

too were the viewers and racing in general. 

In our defence, ITV are only reflecting a wider

malaise. We did at least start to display the

winning times on subsequent days, and we will be

looking to improve on this and to see what

progress can be made on this my favourite hobby

horse, the lack of sectional times. I defy anyone to

say that it would not be interesting to know

which horse ran the fastest individual furlong

and fastest closing furlong on each day, and

indeed over the whole week. Or to claim that

straightforward comparisons of the time taken to

run the same distance are not illuminating. Yet

despite all this, the great bulk of professional

racing folk continue to consider times not worth

bothering about.

For example, the Diamond Jubilee win by The

Tin Man on the Saturday of Royal Ascot meant

that one of the most anticipated races of the

summer will be the July Cup at Newmarket on

July 15, where The Tin Man’s principal rival

could be Caravaggio, who at Ascot on the Friday

had been a brilliant winner over the same  6

furlongs in the Commonwealth Cup. The fact

that (under admittedly slightly more favourable

conditions) The Tin Man took 1m 12.02 seconds

to run the distance while Caravaggio clocked

only 1m 13.49  just 24 hours earlier is not a

conclusive argument as to the merits of the two

horses, but it beggars belief that a sport which at

heart is no more and no less than equine athletics

does not even discuss it. 

I have talked about all this for years with

Brendan Foster, one of Britain’s greatest athletes

on the track, where lap times are crucial. He

thinks I am joking! Even now I bet most racing

people don’t know that the finish of most races is

an optical illusion, with the last furlong slower,

rather than faster, than those before it. How bad

must my broadcasting career have been that in 45

years I haven’t even been able to even get that

across?

Thanks again to James for such a lucid

exposition and to Mark for continuing to fly the

flag of logic in an illogical world. 

BROUGH SCOTT
Surrey

Guts and staying power

I really enjoyed the racing at Royal Ascot and

thought ITV's coverage all week was excellent,

but the highlight for me came right at the end

with Oriental Fox winning the last race of the

meeting.

I like a bet, but didn't have a penny on him,

yet I was shouting at him to get back at Thomas

Hobson. One of the reasons that National Hunt

racing is so popular is that horses are around for

years, and people get to know them and get

attached to them. 

I feel the same about stayers on the Flat. I'm

delighted another old boy did that genre proud

at Royal Ascot. Give me guts and staying power

over precocious speed any day of the week! If I

had the money, that's the type of horse I'd like to

breed. 

Well done to Mark and all his team for

turning out a 9-year-old to win a race at the best

Flat meeting in the world for a second time.  It

was a really fantastic achievement.

IAN CONWAY 
Carrickfergus, Co. Antrim

Well done all!

I just wanted to say how pleased I was for the

whole MJR team at Royal Ascot, with Permian

and the amazing Oriental Fox both winning

there. And what a nice run in second for the filly

Nyaleti!

I have been a follower of Mark Johnston’s

stables since the early 1990s. Having attended a

few Middleham Open Days, I have met some of

the equine stars, including the great Double

Trigger. I am not that interested in betting on

horses, and generally only have a bet when I

manage to attend a race meeting. 

My interest is in the horses themselves and the

breeding of these beautiful creatures. When ITV

began, they had graphics for all winners showing

the breeder and the sire and dam. Great, I
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thought; but since then it has been very

inconsistent with that information, and that is

disappointing. 

Here’s hoping the MJR team have a successful

Glorious Goodwood.

KATHRYN BOWMER- HALL
Bury, Lancashire

Thanks, Neil

I recently enjoyed a day trip to Middleham with

the Yorkshire Philosophical Society, during

which one of the events was a talk by vet Neil

Mechie from Mark Johnston Racing.  I have

never had any interest in, or knowledge of, horse

racing, but the talk by your vet Neil Mechie was

an eye-opener.

In the short time available he presented the

veterinary side of racehorses well, and explained

something of how training is organised. I was

highly impressed and, to judge from

conversations on the way back to York, others

were equally fascinated. The number of questions

during and after his talk was unusually high,

showing the interest generated.

I don’t think I’ll be in the stands at York

anytime soon, but I now feel rather better

informed about what goes on in your stables and

the world of racing generally. 

Please could you pass on my thanks to Neil? I

have rarely heard a more informative and

interesting talk.

ROGER BACKHOUSE
Upper Poppleton, York

A wonderful website

I would like to congratulate Mark Johnston

Racing on your revamped website. It looks great

with state-of-the-art web pages and some new

content. I particularly like the new team section

with pictures of all involved at MJR. It shows

what a great team effort it all is. And it helps me

to put faces to names, especially those of the

grooms and riders. 

CHRISTOPH WACHTER  - MJR Owner
Karlsruhe, Germany
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Winners 
to date51

 Kilmah
won

£37,028 
trained by Mark Johnston

owned by Abdulla Al Mansoori

purchased for 32,000gns

Nyaleti
won 

£35,350 
trained by Mark Johnston  

owned by 3 Batterhams and A Reay 

purchased for 40,000 gns

 Mistime
won

£29,528 
trained by Mark Johnston

owned by J M Brown

purchased for 28,000gns

£25,000 Tattersalls October Book 1 Bonus
Only for yearlings from the

Tattersalls October Yearling Sale
BOOK 1 October 3 – 5

Europe’s Premier Yearling Sale


